
 

Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum 

Wed. Sept. 10, 2008, 4:15 pm 

Room G 2110 

 

M I N U T E S  

Present: Douglas Baker 
Pat Bennett  
Dana Cserepes (Chair) 
Jocelyn Lymburner 
Karen Metzger (Recorder) 
Josh Mitchell 

 

Maxine Mott  
Takashi Sato (ex officio) 
Panteli Tritchew 
Tally Wade 
 

Regrets: Bruce Bailey  
Jackie Baron  
Roshan Cader 
Shawn Erickson 
Robert Fleming  
 

Elaine Samwald 
Wendy Royal 
Heather Yuzik (student) 

Guests: Judith DeGroot  

1) Call to order 

Dana Cserepes welcomed members back to the first meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum 
(SSCC), and called the meeting to order at 4:25 pm. 

2) Confirmation of Agenda 

Moved by Maxine Mott, seconded by Panteli Tritchew, to approve the agenda as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

3) Approval of Minutes of June 4, 2008  

Moved by Joshua Mitchell, seconded by Douglas Baker, to approve the minutes of the June 4, 2008 meeting 
as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

4) Chair’s Report 

Dana Cserepes reported on committee membership that the seat for Horticulture is still vacant; Tally Wade, 
Trades and Technology, will continue for another 3-year term; Panteli Tritchew, School of Business, will 
continue for the 2008/2009 year; Roshan Cader, Science, Math & Technology is not able to attend for the fall 
semester and is looking for a replacement. 

Dana continues to meet with Dianne Crisp, Bea Pires and Takashi Sato to discuss the issue of science breadth 
requirements for associate of arts degrees and expects a proposal to be submitted to the next Senate meeting. 
There may be a need to strike an ad hoc committee to work on this issue. 

The full program proposal (FPP) for Horticulture citations approved by DPAC in June were also approved by 
both Education Council and the Board of Governors, and was posted to PSIPS for the 30-day peer review period 
on June 27, 2008. They were implemented in Sept. 2008. 

Proponents for the Graphic Design for Marketing program are still working with the progression grade issue, 
but all other program revisions approved at the June meeting have been approved by Education Council. 
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5) Program Revision: Home Support/Resident Care Attendant Certificate 

Judith DeGroot attended to present the revisions to the Home Support/Resident Attendant Care certificate 
program. The proposal is to remove two non-academic entrance requirements that have not proven to be good 
predictors of student success in the program. One is a medical exam, which in some cases is a financial burden 
for students, and the other is letters of support for the applicant. The remaining non-academic entrance 
requirements are equivalent to non-academic employment requirements. 

The department will need to determine how to deal with applicants for the January intake who have already 
paid for a medical exam that will no longer be required. 

Planned implementation will be for the January 2009 intake  

Moved by Tally Wade, seconded by Maxine Mott, to approve the revisions to the Home Support/Resident 
Care Attendant certificate program as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED.  

Follow-up information was given to the proponents. They were asked to revise the submitted memo to include 
all of the current entrance requirements, not just the two being removed. 

Dana Cserepes will present this item to the Senate after which it will go forward to the Board of Governors for 
information only. 

6) Changes to committee name and structure 

Takashi Sato distributed a brochure that summarizes recommendations for the transition from Education 
Council to Senate, and noted how the proposed committee structures would affect the SSCC. The Senate Sub-
committee on Course Curriculum and the Senate Sub-committee on Quantitative Courses might naturally 
report to SSCC rather than directly to Senate. The Senate Governance Committee will review all Senate 
operations in about 18 months. 

All Senate committees will have some common features, including membership, which may lead to a need to 
review and revise the SSCC mandate for approval by Senate. For the transition period, the SSCC will continue 
with its current structure.  

A number of current process manuals will need to be revised when new structures have been finalized and 
approved. 

7) For discussion: midstream program changes 

Dana Cserepes brought forward the concern about program revisions being made midstream, and the possible 
impact on students. There is an apparent need to develop a checklist for proponents making such program 
revision to ensure all pertinent questions are addressed in the process, similar to the process for new program 
concepts, including any legal concerns. Admission and graduation requirements are of special interest. It is 
incumbent on this committee to provide guidelines for proponents, who would verify that all concerns have 
been addressed before getting on the SSCC agenda. 

An ad hoc committee may be established to take this on. 

For all program revisions, the committee should be asking proponents to provide clearly-understood charts 
showing both the current and the proposed new program structure. In the past, program changes have been 
made inadvertently via Calendar information, without approval by DPAC and Education Council. 

8) Adjournment: Moved by Pat Bennett to adjourn the meeting at 5:30 pm. 

9) Next meeting: Oct. 1, 2008 4:15 pm, room G 2110 


