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MINUTES 
Senate Standing Committee on Course Curriculum 

(SSCC) 
Wednesday, May 1, 4:15pm 

Surrey Campus, Cedar Building, Room 2110 
 

Present:  
Au, Jennifer 
Chiang, Frances 
Cserepes, Dana / Chair 
Fee, Jane / Deputy Provost 
Harris, Gregory 
Mitchell, Zena 
Morris, Susan 
Purvey, Diane 
Royal, Wendy 
Samwald, Elaine 
Wade, Tally 
Worobec, Betty 

Regrets: 

Ali, Khairunnisa 
Cato, Donna 
Derwojed, Jacob 
Fletcher, Doug 
Snaith, Brenda 

Guests 
Mullinix, Kent / Faculty of Science and 
Horticulture 

Recorder 
Scanlan, Lori / University Secretariat 
 

1. Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order at 4:16pm. 

2. Acceptance of Agenda 
Moved by Tally Wade; seconded by Wendy Royal THAT the Agenda be 
accepted. Motion Carried 

3. Approval of Minutes of April 3, 2013 
Moved by Jennifer Au; seconded by Diane Purvey THAT the amended Minutes of 
April 3, 2013 be approved. Motion Carried 

4. Chair’s Report 
The Chair attended a session at Vancouver Community College sponsored by the 
Ministry of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology which focused on the 
Green Paper for the Quality Assurance Framework for B.C.'s post-secondary 
institutions. She also attended a meeting of the Board of Governors (BOG) 
Governance Committee to discuss a draft flow chart for new program approvals.  

Dana apprised the Committee that the pilot program development process was 
approaching its two year review point and would be discussed at the May 15, 2013 
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meeting of the Board/Senate Bi-cameral Governance Task Force. She also noted that 
the May 2, 2013 meeting to review the budget revenue section of the concept 
document had been rescheduled. 

An update on the following program proposals was provided: 
• Program Concept: Bachelor of Business Administration in Communications  

Approved by the BOG and work has begun on the full program proposal. 
• Program Concept: Minor in Medicinal Chemistry 

Endorsed by Senate will be reviewed at the BOG June meeting. 
• Ministry Approvals  

Kwantlen is still awaiting approval for two degrees from the Faculty of 
Science and Horticulture and two degrees from the Faculty of Arts. 

The Chair reported that Senate has tasked SSCC with undertaking a review of 
current reports and initiatives including writing intensive, English Threshold 
Project, English Working Group and success and failure rates for first year students. 
The wording for the motion to accompany Senate’s request is still being drafted. In 
the meantime, the Writing Intensive Workgroup has found a common day available 
to the group and hopes to schedule a meeting soon. 

5. Program Revision: Bachelor of Applied Science in Sustainable Agriculture 
Kent Mullinix presented the proposed revisions to the Bachelor of Applied Science 
in Sustainable Agriculture and explained the rationale behind the revisions. PHYS 
1500 a 4 credit course inclusive of a lab component is being replaced by PHYS 1400 a 
3 credit course without a lab. Kent stated that students can take an additional 1 
credit lab if they choose. Additional changes include an increase in choice and 
flexibility for students. 

Moved by Betty Worobec; seconded by Tally Wade THAT the Revisions to the 
Bachelor of Applied Science in Sustainable Agriculture be accepted and 
recommended to Senate for approval. Motion Carried 

6. Presentation: New Admissions Framework 
Jane Fee presented the history, rationale, and purpose of a proposed new Admission 
Framework. She highlighted the research-driven rationale as well as the 
consultation process to date across the university. Two significant outcomes of the 
proposed changes will be the ability of Faculty Deans to strategically manage 
enrollments and focus on student success, particularly at the first year. Initial 
discussions are now underway at the Faculty level but because the new Framework 
has not yet passed Senate, formal redesigning of business practices has not yet 
begun. If approved, implementation would be set for September 2015 which would 
provide a two-year window for business practice and curricular changes to occur.  

Action: The Committee pointed out that consultation with the faculty without a 
Faculty group had not occurred and asked that it could before moving the 
Framework forward.  
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Discussion regarding changes to workflow and information processes resulting 
from the proposed Framework occurred. The question was asked, “How will 
discrepancies between a program’s admission requirement and that of its Faculty 
impact students?” Jane pointed out that inherent to the Framework is the notion of 
creating pathway programs in conjunction with the Faculty of Academic and Career 
Advancement to accommodate students who do not meet the entry requirements 
for undergraduate programs. The Committee asked how cohort programs would be 
affected by the changes. The new Framework highlights the important role of 
academic advising within the Faculties. In this situation, students who do not gain 
admission to a cohort could take courses in order to strengthen their portfolio and 
prerequisites thereby enabling them to apply for admission later. The new 
Framework would also allow for the transfer of students into cohort programs 
already in progress. Jane recognized that there will be a great deal of work required 
of the Faculties and SSCC as a result of the new Admission Framework but that the 
overall result will be a more streamlined process resulting in better support for 
student success at KPU. 

Action: The Committee requested an example of what the admission changes 
would mean at the program level for the next meeting. 

7. Items for Discussion 
No items were brought forward. 

8. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 6:14pm. 
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