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MINUTES 

Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum (SSCC) 

Wednesday, September 11, 2013, 4:15pm 

Surrey Campus, Cedar Building, Room 2110 

 

Present:  

Ali, Khairunnisa 
Au, Jennifer 
Cato, Donna 
Chiang, Frances 
Cserepes, Dana / Chair 
Fletcher, Doug 
Harris, Gregory 
Mitchell, Zena 
Samwald, Elaine 
Snaith, Brenda 
Wade, Tally 
Worobec, Betty 

Recorder 

Scanlan, Lori / University Secretariat 

Regrets: 

Derwojed, Jacob 
Fee, Jane 
Ferreras, Sal 
Purvey, Diane 

Guests: 

Freeman, Tru 
Hensley, Robert 
Hiltz, Bob 
Naugler, Diane 
Nicolson-Church, Jean 
Phillips, Judie 
Reiser, Henry 
Sumal, Al 
 

1. Call to Order  

The meeting was called to order at 4:15pm. 

2. Confirmation of Agenda 

Item 10, Cross Faculty Collaboration was deferred to the October 2, 2013 meeting 

Moved by Jennifer Au; seconded by Brenda Snaith THAT the Agenda be accepted. Motion Carried 

3. Approval of Minutes of June 5, 2013 

Moved by Khairunnisa Ali; seconded by Donna Cato THAT the Minutes of June 5, 2013 be 
approved. Motion Carried 

4. Chair’s Report 

The Chair welcomed the Committee members and guests.  The items forwarded to Senate 
from the June 5, 2013 SSCC meeting were approved.  The BA Minor in Language and 
Culture and the BA Major in Applied Geography are being reviewed by the appropriate 
Board committees prior to going to the Board for approval. The Chair highlighted the 
Degree Proposals which received approval from the Ministry of Advanced Education over 
the summer. 

5. Program Articulation: Bachelor of Psychiatric Nursing (BPN)  

Tru Freeman, Dean and Jean Nicolson-Church, Associate Dean from the Faculty of 
Community and Health Studies (CAHS) presented the proposed articulation between 
Stenberg College’s Diploma in Psychiatric Nursing and Kwantlen’s Bachelor of Psychiatric 
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Nursing. It was explained that after completion of the Diploma at Stenberg College the 
students would then block transfer their program to Kwantlen’s Bachelor of Psychiatric 
Nursing Program and complete their BPN by finishing their final four semesters at KPU. The 
Committee had a thorough discussion regarding the proposal. Issues were raised regarding 
block transfers resulting in student transcripts recording a TRF grade. A TRF grade does not 
provide the necessary prerequisites for students to register in required courses. Some 
required courses are from the Faculty of Arts and CAHS cannot change pre-requisites or 
provide waivers outside of their own Faculty. This issue will need to be resolved. 
Additionally, several BPN courses will require their pre-requisites revised to allow for the 
Stenberg transfer students to register. Until this revision is complete pre-requisite waivers 
will need to be completed for all courses within the purview of CAHS.  The Committee 
requested minor revisions to the proposal. 

Moved by Doug Fletcher; seconded by Donna Cato THAT the proposed diploma articulation 
from Stenberg College to Kwantlen’s Bachelor of Psychiatric Nursing be approved and 
recommended to Senate. Motion Carried 

6. Program Revision: Graduate Nurse, Internationally Educated Re-Entry Certificate 

The Chair explained that the Program Revision: Graduate Nurse, Internationally Educated 
Re-Entry Certificate item was being brought to the SSCC Committee as a follow-up to a 
motion passed at their November 28, 2012 meeting. On November 28, 2012 the SSCC 
Committee moved approval for this item pending a letter of approval from the College of 
Registered Nurses of British Columbia (CRNBC).  That letter has now been received. A point 
around the logistics regarding students who may still be completing the program based on 
the original requirements was raised and the Committee decided that CAHS can work with 
the Registrar’s office to alleviate the concerns prior to Senate submission. 

7. Program Requirement Revision: Graduate Nurse Internationally Educated Re-Entry (GNIE) 
Certificate 

The Chair opened up the discussion regarding the request from the GNIE program to add a 
program requirement for each student to have either a laptop, tablet, smart phone or other 
form of computing device in each of their GNIE classes. The GNIE faculty found that their 
students benefit by using these types of tools for quick in-class research. The Committee 
agreed with the GNIE faculty’s assessment but questioned if the matter needed to be 
reviewed by SSCC. It was determined that this decision lies with the CAHS Faculty 
Curriculum Committee and Faculty Council and that SSCC and Senate involvement were not 
required.  

8. Program Revision: Certificate in Welding Level C 

Henry Reiser, Dean of Trades and Technology and Bob Hiltz and Al Sumal, faculty from the 
Welding Department presented the revisions to the Welding Level C program. They 
explained that the revisions are due to the Industry Training Authority (ITA) changing their 
requirements and that they result primarily in a program name change with no revisions to 
either the content, length of training or weeks of instruction. They explained that the “A” 
and “B” tickets would no longer be funded or offered after January 6, 2014 and the 
Committee pointed out that a formal request to discontinue the “A” and “B” ticket 
programs is still required.  

Moved by Tally Wade; seconded by Doug Fletcher THAT the Credential Name Change to the 
Certificate in Welding Level C be approved and recommended to Senate. Motion Carried 
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9. Program Revision: Environmental Protection Technology Diploma 

Betty Worobec, Dean Faculty of Science and Horticulture presented the two proposed 
revisions to the Environmental Protection Technology Diploma.  

The first proposed program change is to replace the current three credit year-long research 
course (ENVI 2900) with two semester based courses (ENVI 2901 and ENVI 2902). ENVI 
2901 would become a one credit course. Upon successful completion of ENVI 2901 
students would have attained the necessary pre-requisite for ENVI 2902. The ENVI 2902 
course would be a two credit course where students would complete their research project. 
The Committee had some concern around the use of Mastery for a grade and the 
transferability of one credit. Betty explained that the splitting of the ENVI 2900 would not in 
any way alter the transfer agreements already in place.  

The second proposed program change is to remove the COOP 2101 and COOP 2301 courses 
from the Environmental Protection Technology Diploma. It was explained that the 
requirement for these two Co-operative Education (COOP) Courses has already been 
removed from all other programs that once used them and the skills students gained from 
taking these courses are being integrated into the more advanced COOP workterm courses. 

Moved by Betty Worobec; seconded by Greg Harris THAT the program revisions for the 
Environmental Protection Technology Diploma be approved and recommended to Senate. 

 Motion Carried 

10. Cross Faculty Collaboration: Minors 

Deferred to the October 2, 2013 meeting. 

11. Senate Motion 

The Chair reviewed the motion drafted by Senate at their April 29, 2013 meeting directing 
SSCC to undertake a review of current reports and initiatives related to: 

 the required timing of the completion of 6.0 credits ENGL 1100 or higher for 
progression into upper level constituents of a major 

 the cultural and linguistic issues impacting students with English as an additional 
language who take ENGL 1202 or 1204 

 possible alternatives to support student success (ex., the development of adjunct 
courses, additional ENGL courses and /or discipline‐specific writing intensive 
courses) and report back, with recommendations, to Senate in October 2013. 

She reported to the Committee on the outcomes of her research into the first bullet point 
and highlighted the different approaches taken by various areas.  The Committee discussed 
the issues resulting from students not completing the six credits of ENGL 1100 or higher 
prior to entry into third year.  The creative ways students have managed to delay taking 
their English credits until just prior to graduation was also discussed. 

The Committee shared their experiences regarding bullet two, cultural and linguistic issues. 

For bullet three, possible alternatives, the Chair shared ideas raised in the conversations she has had 
with faculty members from various departments. She has reached out to the areas which focus on 
writing and has determined that once the term “writing intensive” is properly defined many more 
courses may fit the criteria for “writing intensive courses”. The Committee shared their knowledge 
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regarding student support for writing skills available in their Departments and Faculties or that they 
have utilized from other areas such as the Library. Further discussion revolved around the need for 
students to access more training on citation styles and on avoiding plagiarization.  

The Chair informed the Committee that Senate’s expectation is to receive a report on this topic from 
SSCC at the October 28, 2013 meeting but, given the extensive information still to be researched, this 
timeline may be unrealistic. She brought the conversation to a close and asked the Committee to 
email her any further information. 

12. Annual Reports 

The Chair encouraged the Committee to review the Senate Sub-committee on Course 
Curriculum and the Quantitative Committee reports included in their meeting packages. 

13. Items for Discussion 

13.1 Update on the Quality Assurance Framework 

Judie Phillips, Special Assistant to the Provost Academic, updated the Committee on 
the Quality Assurance Framework and explained that the Ministry of Advanced 
Education has decided to start fresh and is in the process of soliciting input from 
institutions.  

13.2 Brew Master’s Program 

Betty Worobec, Dean Faculty of Science and Horticulture, informed the Committee 
that KPU is purchasing a program from Niagara College focused on becoming a Brew 
Master. Niagara College has been running the program for five years and will be 
supplying KPU with advising assistance for setting up the program and on 
production. The timeline for passing the program is tight.  Betty explained that she 
hopes to have the Program Concept and the Full Program Proposal brought to SSCC 
for the November 27, 2013 meeting in the hopes that Senate might approve it at 
their December 16, 2013 meeting. The hopeful implementation date is set for 
September 2014. Niagara College is currently experiencing a waitlist of 350 potential 
students. 

13.3 Course Acronym Change: Academic and Career Preparation Department 

Zena Mitchell, Associate Registrar – Administration, Graduation and Enrollment 
Services, brought a housekeeping request to the Committee. She explained that the 
Adult Basic Education (ABE) Department has recently changed their ABE English 
course acronyms from ABEE to ENGQ and that to establish that the new acronyms 
are equivalent to the old ones for the purposes of university admission a formal 
memo informing SSCC of the change needs to be completed.  

Action:  That the Registrar’s Office and the Faculty of Academic and Career Advancement 
coordinate the drafting of a memo informing SSCC of the necessary acronym changes to the 
general university admission requirements as a result of the ABEE course rubric changes. 

14. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 6:00pm. 


