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MINUTES 

Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum (SSCC) 

Wednesday, October 1, 2014, 4.15pm 

Surrey Campus, Arbutus 2410 

Present:  

Ali, Khairunnisa  
Berg, Terry 
Bluhm, Michael 
Burns, David 
Cserepes, Dana / Chair 
Fee, Jane 
Fletcher, Doug 
Harris, Gregory 
Kumar, Gaurav 
Pope, Michael 
Purvey, Diane 
Samwald, Elaine 
Vincent, Susan 
Worobec, Betty 

Ex Officio / Non Voting:  

Au, Jennifer 

University Secretariat 

Wendy Maxwell / Recorder  

Regrets: 

Cato, Donna 
Ferreras, Sal 
Wade, Tally 
 

Guests: 

Mitchell, Zena 

 

1. Call to Order  

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 pm.  The Chair introduced Gaurav Kumar, the new 
member, and welcomed him.     

2. Confirmation of Agenda 
  Moved by Diane Purvey; seconded by Doug Fletcher THAT the agenda be confirmed.   

  Motion Carried 

3. Approval of Minutes – September  10, 2014 

  Moved by Khairunnisa Ali; seconded by Betty Worobec THAT the minutes of the September 10,  
  2014 meeting be approved. Motion Carried 

4. Pending Business 
None. 
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5. Chair’s Report 

The Chair reported that the Admission Criteria for the Environmental Protection Technology Diploma 
Program were approved by Senate on September 29, 2014.  The wording was updated.   

ACTION: 
Dana Cserepes will send the revised Admission Criteria for the Environmental Protection Technology 
Diploma Program to the committee members.  
 
All other items that went to Senate were approved.   

6. Program Revision: Health Care Assistant Program (English Requirement) 

The Program Revision was discussed.  No one was present from the Faculty of Health to speak to this 
item.   

Concerns were expressed about a number of issues.   

It was suggested that the proposal be sent to legal counsel for advice on the wording.   

It was noted that the Faculty of Health had requested that the revision be implemented next Fall.  
Applications will be opening on November 1, 2014.  If this is deferred, it will not be implemented as 
requested. 

ACTION: 
Dana Cserepes will return the proposal to the Faculty of Health, with the recommendation that they 
send it to legal council. 
 

7. Proposal on Minors 

Diane Purvey presented the Proposal on Minors.  A proposal was sent to this committee a year ago, 
after which a sub-committee was formed with representation from all Faculties.  The sub-committee 
looked at different institutions and developed the proposal, which they have shared with the Registrar.  
It went to Academic Council last week.  The feedback has been positive.  It was noted that the Faculty 
of Trades and Technology is also interested in developing a Minor for students in other programs.   

Some students are currently poised to graduate with a Major in one Faculty and a Minor in another.  A 
question was raised as to whether existing Minors might be revised, especially in Arts.  The response 
was that it could be considered.  It was generally agreed that there needs to be a policy on Minors.  
There was a comment that a Minor in Business might not be feasible because of the number of pre-
requisites required to take 12 credits at the upper levels.   

There was a discussion as to whether a student wanting to pursue a Minor  would have to state their 
intention upon.  Currently in Arts, students start taking courses discover that they have enough credits 
to make it a Minor.  This scenario would need to be considered for coding purposes.   

If a Minor must be taken concurrently with a Major or another Minor, is it conceivable for a student to 
complete a Minor without a Major?  It was confirmed that a Minor by itself is not a credential.  It is an 
addendum to the credential, but not the credential by itself.  No Canadian University confers a degree 
with only a Minor. 

A number of scenarios were discussed. 

- For people who already have a degree and want to come back for just a Minor, they could do so as 
a Post-Bac. 
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- If a student wanted to pursue a double Minor, that student would have to indicate the degree that 
they initially want to pursue, and then add up how many courses they have and determine whether 
it comprises one Major or two Minors.   

- A double Minor is currently treated like a Major.   

- Not every Faculty has a maximum number of credits at which time the student must declare a 
Major.   

- Pathways is developing more options for students.   

- Some students enter with the intention of taking a double Minor, but do not always complete it as 
they originally declared. 

It was noted that every situation will look different, depending on the actual courses. 

Moved by Doug Fletcher; seconded by David Burns THAT the committee endorse the Proposal on  
Minors, with a suggested implementation date of Spring 2015, and send to Senate for consideration. 

Motion carried. 

Opposed:  Greg Harris 
 Abstain:  Gaurav Kumar 

8. Transitions Update: 

Jane Fee reported that a new application form will be launched on November 1.  All of the 
coding and linkages had to be changed.  A huge amount of work went into this project.  
Students will now be able to apply for two different areas of study in one application, which is 
a big change.  The form is very user friendly.  If an applicant is interrupted in the middle of 
filling in the application form, the applicant can come back to it where they left off.  The 
subject choices are not in a long alphabetized list, but will auto-populate when you start to 
key them in. 

9. Items for Discussion 

None. 

10. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 5:33 pm.  


