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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum (SSCC) 

Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Surrey Campus Boardroom, Cedar 2110 

 

Present:  Ex-Officio / Non-voting 

Denise Nielson 
Diane Purvey 
Doug Fletcher 
Elizabeth Worobec 
Herbie Atwal 
Nadia Henwood 
Ron Murray 

Leanne MacKenzie 
Paola Gavilanez 
Parthiphan Krishnan 
Gregory Harris 
Jane Fee 
Sheamus Collins 

David Burns (Chair) 
Zena Mitchell 
Stephanie Chu 

Non-voting 

Linda Rogers 

Regrets:  Senate Office Guests:  

Leeann Waddington 
Alan Davis 
Sal Ferreras 
 

Rita Zamluk, 
Administrative Assistant 
 

Brianna Lewis 
Sherilyn Sweeney 
Carolyn Robertson 
Iryna Karush 
Wayne Tebb 
Daniel Tones 

 

1. Call to Order 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm. 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Doug Fletcher moved the agenda be confirmed as circulated.  

The motion carried. 

3. Approval of Minutes, September 6, 2017 

Corrections: Motion 6.1 and 6.4 – change the name of the committee to “Senate Standing 
Committee on Curriculum”. 

Motion 6.2 – change to standard wording “Elizabeth Worobec moved that the Senate Standing 
Committee on Curriculum recommend approval of the program changes to the Health Unit 
Coordinator Certificate Program to Senate, effective September 1, 2018.”  

Paola Gavilanez moved the minutes be confirmed as corrected.  

The motion carried. 
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4. Chair’s Report 

The Chair read the mandate of the committee. The committee discussed changes required in the 
mandate:  

Points 1 & 4: the committee no longer reviews program concepts 

Point 6: the committee has delegated authority to approve courses 

5. Pending Business 

5.1. Adoption of SSCC Consent Agenda 

Diane Purvey moved that the Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum recommend the attached 
new and revised courses for approval by Senate.  

The motion carried. 

6. New Business 

6.1. New Course: Arts 3100 Interdisciplinary Cuba Field School  

Daniel Tones presented the proposal. The committee discussed teaching methods, course 

subject code, the structure of the partnerships, the approval process and required signatures. 

Changes required in proposal before proceeding to Senate:  

Page 3: The sentence under the heading Course and Credits refers to ARTS 3100. The correct 

course number is ARTS 3000.  

Diane Purvey moved adoption of a motion, which after debate and amendment, was 
adopted as follows:  

THAT the Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum recommend ARTS 3100 
Interdisciplinary Cuba Field School for approval by Senate, and that the comment, 
“additional fees will apply” be added to the course description in the University Calendar. 

6.2. New Course Offering - DESN 2500/AGRI 2500/BUSI 2500 - Design Thinking: Food System 
Connectivity in Design, Business and Agriculture  

Rebecca Harbut, and Iryna Karaush provided background and context for the development of 

the field school. The committee discussed aligning the proposal with the course outline, the 

choice of the host institution, letters of support from other faculties, consultation with other 

faculties, the need for faculty representatives to report back to their faculty curriculum 

committees, the advantages and disadvantages of cross-listing courses rather than listing as one 

course, keeping the course outline consistent across three faculties, ways to communicate the 

uniqueness of the course such as using a separate subject or colour code, the possible role of 

the Provost in owning the interdisciplinary courses, ensuring the prerequisites are general or 

specific, potentially making the course a third year course, and the attraction of learning how 

to solve “wicked” problems.  

The Registrar provided background for a change in implementation date. The committee 
discussed the need for a Framework for Field Schools, and due process required regarding 
signatures.   

Changes required in proposal before proceeding to Senate:  

1. Add the implementation date to the cover page of the proposal 
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Doug Fletcher moved adoption of a motion, which after debate and amendment, was 
adopted as follows:  

THAT the new courses – DESN 2500/AGRI 2500/BUSI 2500 – be recommended to Senate for 
approval with an implementation date of May 1, 2018, and that the comment, “additional 
fees will apply,” be added to the course description in the University Calendar.  

6.3. Program Change: Traditional Chinese Medicine, Acupuncture Diploma 

Sherilyn Sweeney provided background and context for the changes.  

Jane Fee moved that the Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum recommend approval of 
changes to the Traditional Chinese Medicine, Acupuncture Diploma Program to Senate, 
effective September 1, 2018.  

The motion carried. 

6.4. Program Change: Graduate Nurse, Internationally Educated Re-entry: Certificate  

Sherilyn Sweeney summarized the need for program changes. The committee discussed the 

need for clarity of evaluations, the timing of the admissions, and changes in regulations.  

Changes required in proposal before proceeding to Senate:  

The proponent and the Registrar will work on ensuring clarity before the proposal goes forward 

to Senate. 

Doug Fletcher moved THAT the Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum recommend 
approval of the changes to the Graduate Nurse, Internationally Educated Reentry: 
Certificate to Senate, effective September 1, 2018.  

The motion carried. 

6.5. Program Change: Bachelor of Arts, Minor in Language and Culture  

Olivier Clarinval described the changes to the program.  

Changes required before proceeding to Senate:  

The course number for the course: Sikh Gurus: Life and Teachings is ASIA 2240 in the Consent 
Agenda, yet is listed as ASIA 3240 in the Program Change Form. The course number 
discrepancy needs resolution.  

Diane Purvey moved that the Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum recommend the 
attached revisions to the B.A. Minor in Language and Culture for approval by Senate.  

The motion carried. 

7. Items for Discussion  

7.1. Revisions to Learning Outcomes in Course Outline Manual  

David Burns introduced Brianna Lewis, who provided context and background for the changes 

in learning outcomes. The committee discussed the usefulness of the chart presented, and 

commented on the outstanding work.  

Changes required before proceeding to Senate:  

In the chart:  

Procedural: change “hoe to” to “how to”.   
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Recall: change “preform” to “perform” 

Doug Fletcher moved that the Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum recommend the 
revision to the Course Outline Manual for approval by Senate.  

The motion carried. 

7.2. Request for Variance to Undergraduate Admission Requirements for S3P Project  

David Burns provided background for the request to waive the undergraduate entrance 

requirements for a small number of students. The committee discussed the reasons for 

choosing a low number of students, the need to develop a briefing document for universities, 

the need to determine which policies need to shift, developing a meaningful partnership with 

Surrey high schools, starting with Faculties with open enrolments, consulting with faculty 

members to develop a more detailed plan, developing KPU ownership of the project, the value 

of the project to seed future Faculty and Senate level discussion within KPU about ways to 

adjust to the changing K-12 curriculum, the approval(s) required to implement the project, the 

timeline of the project, the project as an example of research by a faculty member, and the 

duration of the project being at least one year.  

Stephanie Chu asked for people interested in the project to contact her. The committee 

expressed appreciation for having the opportunity to review the proposal.  

Changes required before proceeding to Senate:  

In Key Message #3, change the word “former “to “latter”. 

Diane Purvey moved adoption of a motion which, after debate and amendment, was 
adopted as follows:  

THAT the Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum waive the undergraduate English 
proficiency requirement for admission to KPU’s open intake programs in the Faculties of 
Arts and Science and Horticulture for a group of no more than six Surrey Schools students 
identified by Surrey Schools, and approved by the Registrar and recommend for approval to 
Senate.  

The amended motion carried with 13 in favour and 1 opposed. 

 

8. Items for Discussion 

The committee discussed the Program Change Form, and when consultation with the Provost occurs.  

9. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 7:21 p.m. 


