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SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE CURRICULUM 

Present: (Quorum: 8 voting members) Ex-Officio / Non-voting 

Jen Adams 

Herbie Atwal 

Gregory Harris 

Paola Gavilanez 

Nadia Henwood 

Anton Kietaibl 

Parthiphan Krishnan 

Ron Murray 

Diane Purvey 

Randal Thiessen 

Elizabeth Worobec 

David Burns (Chair) 
Gina Buchanan 
Stephanie Chu 
Leanne MacKenzie 
Zena Mitchell 

Ex-Officio / Voting 

 

Regrets:  Senate Office Guests:  

Alan Davis  
Jane Fee 
Laurel Tien 

Sandy Vanderburgh 

Meredith Laird Andrew Frank 
Marla McMullen 

 
1. Call to Order  

The Chair, David Burns, called the meeting to order at 4:17 p.m. 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Change to Item 6.2: speaker will be Harjit Dhesi. 

Paola Gavilanez moved that the agenda be approved as amended. 

The motion carried. 

3. Approval of Minutes, June 12, 2019 

Changes: 

Add to minutes: “8.2 The committee expressed concerns about the credential framework in general 
that were not limited to double majors and minors. The Faculty of Science and Horticulture 
expressed additional concerns about the credential framework.” 

Item 9. The minutes of June 12, 2019 should record that no written rationale was provided to the 
committee for the addition of Dr. Fee to the committee membership. 

Diane Purvey moved that the minutes be approved as amended. 

The motion carried. 
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4. Chair’s Report 

David Burns, Chair, Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum provided a verbal report to the 
committee. He highlighted the dashboard and that data provided by Office of Planning and 
Accountability will be available to the committee in mid-October. A video on the Senate-approved 
uses of requisites and prerequisites will be ready by the next meeting of this committee. 

The chair updated the committee that Senate had passed the updated CADD score and advised that 
the testing unit will seek advice from the Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum in the future. 

The chair informed the committee that he would be using a newly-developed system of tracking 
changes. 

5. Consent Agenda  

Changes: 
GLBL 2020: the implementation date should be changed to September 2020, and new wording 
should be added explaining how the inactivated courses are being replaced by this new 2000 level 
course. 

ARTH 3160: the credit exclusion box on the summary page should be ticked. The committee 
discussed how the prerequisites for this course may create difficulties for students. 

Remove courses related to D7 Program Review Forms to avoid duplication. 

 
Gregory Harris moved THAT the Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum recommend that Senate 
approve the attached list of new, revised and discontinued courses as amended. 
 

The motion carried. 
6. Program Changes  

6.1. Immunization Requirement Changes 

Changes: 

Remove the phrase “to a faculty of health program”, as it creates ambiguity. 

Change the wording “students may not be admitted” to provide clarity. 

 

Harjit Dhesi informed the committee that the Province of British Columbia has made changes to the 
required immunization status for students engaged in clinical settings. She advised the committee 
that the Faculty of Health is not currently in compliance with these new regulations concerning 
declaration requirements and record-keeping related to the declarations. As a result of these 
regulatory changes, conditional offers of admission will need to be changed. She advised that the 
Faculty of Health programs that are currently suspended were intentionally excluded from this 
Program Change. 

The committee discussed how the Faculty of Health would make students aware of these changes 
and able to progress. 
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Ron Murray moved THAT the Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum recommend that Senate 
approve the program admission requirements for the following programs, with an effective date of 
September 2020:  

 Bachelor of Psychiatric Nursing (BPN),  

 Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN),  

 Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Advanced Entry (BSN-AE),  

 Certificate in Graduate Nurse, Internationally Educated Re-entry (GNIE),  

 Certificate in Health Care Assistant (HCA) and  

 Diploma in Traditional Chinese Medicine - Acupuncture (TCM)  
The motion carried. 

6.2. Health Foundations Certificate 

Harjit Dhesi informed the committee that large numbers of nursing-intended students do not 
possess the prerequisites to declare into the nursing program. This is causing an issue with 
progression for students who enroll in Health Foundations multiple times before successfully 
completing the course. Many students need to upgrade their biology and math courses, and this 
makes it difficult to support students through the program. 

A surge in admissions occurred when the limited intake moved to open enrolment. Intake was 
temporarily suspended so that current students could be supported through completion of the 
program. The Faculty of Health is working with the Office of Planning and Accountability to track 
the progression of current students and identify when this cohort will approach completion. The 
current plan is to re-open admissions in the fall semester of 2020 at the earliest. Hundreds of 
students are currently enrolled and many are having difficulty completing their program. 

The committee discussed the use of prerequisites as a predictor of success in the course versus 
the use of prerequisites to limit enrolment. 

The University Registrar defined the term “Undergraduate equivalent” as the requirement for 
English at the university level or higher, which can refer to courses from other institutions that 
are not universities. 

 

Gregory Harris moved that the Chair, Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum work with the 
proponent to prepare prerequisite language about grades prior to the submission of this program 
review to Senate. 

The motion carried. 

Paola Gavilanez moved that the following actions be recorded in the minutes. 

Action: David Burns to work with proponent to rewrite the key messages for Item 6.3 to specify 
that GPA and prerequisites are changing.  The clause concerning IAP (now OPA) should change 
to shift from an open intake model to a limited intake model. Other proposed changes on the 
first page of the D7 should mirror those two changes. The form should clarify that admission 
would be threshold-based plus rank ordered based on the cohort of applicants. 

Action: Add “in addition to” under the admission requirements for Health Foundations. 

The motion carried. 
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Diane Purvey moved that the following language be used in the form: 

“Meeting the above criteria does not guarantee admission into the program. Admission 
selection will be based on an admission average of the above required courses and applicants 
will be selected using the highest admission average. 

 The motion carried. 

After debate and amendment, Nadia Henwood moved THAT the Senate Standing Committee on 
Curriculum recommend that Senate approve the admission requirements in the Health Foundations 
Certificate, effective September 2020. 

The motion carried. 
 

6.3. Public Relations Diploma 

Andrew Frank informed the committee that the current Program Revision was the result of a 
substantive review, which included an extensive literature review and consultations with 
alumni, students, and representatives within the industry. It also reflects current industry 
practice as outlined in the Global Capabilities Framework for Public Relations and 
Communication Management, which defines program levels within the industry. 

He highlighted that the requested changes included eliminating the practicum and introducing a 
Co-op option, reducing the number of credits from 54 to 30, and increasing the ladderability for 
students wishing to move into a BBA in Marketing Management or a BA General Studies. 

The committee discussed the advisability of working with the chair of Journalism and 
Communications to identify possible alignments in curriculum, including the possibility for 
course substitutions. 

The committee also discussed how moving to an open intake could create issues with requisites 
and limit the availability of seats for the program’s own students unless seats are reserved for 
students of this program in each section offered. The committee recommended tracking 
reserved seats to inform the future scheduling of the course, particularly if they are offered on 
the Surrey campus. 

The Chair directed that reserved seating would need to be strategically employed to support the 
scheduling of the program. 

 

Diane Purvey moved that the footnote after the instructor permission be removed. 

The motion carried. 

Diane Purvey moved THAT the Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum recommend that Senate 
approve the amended revisions to the Diploma in Public Relations, with an effective date of 
September 2020. 

The motion carried. 
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6.4. Human Resources Management Post Baccalaureate Diploma 

Marla McMullen informed the committee that intake for this program is currently suspended. 
The requested changes are to the intake requirements for new students. Further changes to this 
program are under discussion and will be submitted to the Senate Standing Committee on 
Curriculum at a later time. With the current changes, students are not required to possess a 
business undergraduate degree with other bridging courses, and may move to any 
undergraduate degree with a GPA of 2.33. Business Foundation courses will be moved into the 
post-baccalaureate, rather than as an admission requirement. 

 

Herbie Atwal moved THAT the Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum recommend that Senate 
approve the changes to the Human Resources Management Post Baccalaureate Diploma with an 
effective date of September 2020. 

The motion carried. 
7. Items for Discussion  

7.1. Committee Mandate Annual Review 

David Burns moved that the Committee Mandate Annual Review be postponed to the next 
meeting of the committee. 

The motion carried. 

8. Items for Discussion 

There were no items for discussion. 

9. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 6:38 p.m. 


