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SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE CURRICULUM 

Present: (Quorum: 6 voting members) Ex-Officio / Non-voting 

Jen Adams 

Herbie Atwal 

Gregory Harris 

Nadia Henwood 

Anton Kietaibl 

Parthiphan Krishnan 

Ron Murray 

Diane Purvey 

Randal Thiessen 

Elizabeth Worobec 

David Burns (Chair) 
Stephanie Chu 
Sandy Vanderburgh 
Leanne Waddington 

Ex-Officio / Voting 

 

Regrets:  Senate Office Guests:  

Gina Buchanan 
Alan Davis 
Jane Fee 
Paola Gavilanez 

Leanne MacKenzie 
Zena Mitchell  

Laurel Tien 

Meredith Laird Herraj Sandhu 
Sherilyn Sweeney 
Loren Coutts 

 
1. Call to Order  

The Chair, David Burns, called the meeting to order at 4:16 p.m. 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Gregory Harris moved that the agenda be approved as circulated. 

The motion carried. 

3. Approval of Minutes, September 11, 2019 

Herbie Atwal moved that the minutes be approved as presented. 

The motion carried. 

4. Chair’s Report 

David Burns, Chair, Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum, provided a verbal report to the 
committee.  

A new video explaining issues that may arise with requisites will be posted on the Senate SharePoint 
pages shortly. The Senate Office will advise the committee when the item is available. 

A link to the Strategic Dashboard from the Office of Planning and Accountability will be linked 
directly into the calendar invitations for this committee. 

The Chair of the Senate Standing Committee on Teaching and Learning, Robert Ironside, is working 
with the Chair of the Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum and with the Office of Planning and 
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Accountability to regularly review DFW rates and to determine why students leave classes, using the 
student survey as one tool. 

The Chair provides a monthly written update to Faculty Curriculum Assistants. The most recent 
update included information about the Open Education tick box that now appears on the Course 
Outline summary sheet. This should serve as a reminder to course developers to check if open 
resources are an option for their course, but is not a requirement. 

The Chair noted that an Accounting course had been sent back to the School of Business following 
the last Senate meeting to address questions about progression through the program. The Chair 
noted that the new software to support course development will assist the committee in its review 
of programs and courses. 

5. Consent Agenda 

Parthiphan Krishnan moved that the Quantitative courses be returned to the SQC group for a 
more fulsome explanation of their acceptance or refusal and then brought back to SSCC. 

The motion carried. 

Parthiphan Krishnan moved THAT the Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum recommend that 
Senate approve the attached list of new, revised and discontinued courses as amended. 

The motion carried. 

6. Program Changes  

6.1. Appliance Service Technician: Certificate 

Ron Murray informed the committee that the change to the name of the program reflects the 
nomenclature of the Industry Training Authority BC. 

Diane Purvey moved THAT the Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum recommend that Senate 
approve the changes to the Appliance Service Technician Certificate Program, effective September 
1, 2020. 

The motion carried. 

6.2. Diploma in Mechatronics and Advanced Manufacturing Technology 

Ron Murray informed the committee that two of the courses in the program were deemed to be too 
large as currently delivered, so the changes to the program include breaking the material into four 
separate courses. 

He advised the committee that changes to the program will not need external review with Siemens. 
KPU is a partner institution with Siemens, and students are eligible for Siemens accreditation by 
writing the Siemens examination upon completion of the program. 

He informed the committee that the department is requesting changes to prerequisites to 
encourage a limited cohort while avoiding the consequence of a student missing a session of the 
program if they are unable to successfully complete a single class. He confirmed that the original 
rationale for prerequisites was simply to encourage a limited-intake cohort, rather than for 
curricular reasons and that the planned registration controls would produce that result. 

The committee requested changes to the cover sheet and the D-7 form prior to submission to 
Senate to more accurately reflect the rationale for the requested changes. 
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Herbie Atwal moved THAT the Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum recommend that Senate 
approve the changes to the Diploma in Mechatronics and Advanced Manufacturing Technology 
program as amended, effective September 1, 2020. 

The motion carried. 

6.3. Graduate Nurse Internationally Educated: Re-Entry Certificate 

Herraj Sandhu informed the committee that the program wishes to provide another option for 
applicants to enter the program. She advised that Substantially Equivalent Competency assessments 
no longer take place, but there are still applicants who possess this certification. She advised the 
committee that the National Nursing Assessment Service review costs approximately $1,000 and 
takes approximately one year, while the Nursing Community Assessment Service Summary costs 
$2,000 and regularly takes 6 to 8 months for the applicant to receive. These costs and timelines 
create additional hardship for applicants to the program. 

The committee requested changes to the D-7 prior to submission to Senate to correct spelling and 
to amend the language around the requirement for applicants to have worked or graduated within 5 
years. 

Diane Purvey moved THAT the Senate Standing Committee on Curriculum recommend that Senate 
approve the revisions to the Graduate Nurse Internationally Educated Re-Entry Certificate, as 
amended, effective September 1, 2020. 

The motion carried. 

7. Items for Information 

7.1. GNIE Change to Three Intakes 

Sherilyn Sweeney informed the committee that there will now be an intake in each term for this 
program. 

The committee noted that scheduling changes do not require Senate approval. 

7.2. Name Change to Zero Textbook Cost 

The Chair informed the committee that “Zed Cred” is no longer in use and that there has been a 
branding change to “Zero Textbook Cost”. 

8. Items for Discussion 

8.1. Committee Mandate and Membership Annual Review 

Diane Purvey moved that the following changes be made to the Committee Mandate: 

 Add “discontinued” to list of items the committee will receive and review 

 Add: “Advise Senate Standing Committee on Policy regarding policies that impact curriculum as 
required, and report with recommendations to the committee and to Senate” 

The motion carried. 
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Diane Purvey moved the following changes be made to the committee membership: 

 Change all instances of “Faculty Senator” to “Senator or representative” 

 Remove Strategic Enrolment Manager and Special Advisor to the President 

 Remove Deputy Provost 

The motion carried. 

Gregory Harris moved that the meeting go into a closed session. 

The motion carried. 

9. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 5:35 p.m. 


