
 

Degree Proposal Assessment Committee (DPAC) 

Wednesday, Jan 29, 03 4:15 pm 

Surrey Campus, Room G 2110 

 

M I N U T E S  

Present: Gene Brush  

Jan Carrie  

David Davidson (Chair) 

Robert Fleming  

Dana Goedbloed  

Jody Gordon 

Carol Hansen  

 

Bevin Heath-Ansley  

Colin MacLeod  

Judith McGillivray 

Karen Metzger (Recorder) 

Ihor Pona 

LeRoi Smith 

Regrets: Roger Elmes  

Colin Haigh  

Jessie Horner  

Linda Rogers 

Robyn Rushford 

 

 

Guests: Barbara Duggan 

Deborah Skaey 

 

Bruce McTavish 

Brian Carr 

 

1) Call to order 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:20 and welcomed Colin McLeod, who is taking the place of Casey 

McConill while he is on educational leave. 

2) Confirmation of Agenda 

The agenda was confirmed. 

3) Approval of Minutes (Dec. 4, 2002) 

Moved by Robert Fleming, seconded by Jody Gordon, to approve the minutes of the Dec. 4, 2002 meeting, 

with the following addition: Jody Gordon was present. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

4) Public Relations Program Revisions 

Barbara Duggan introduced Deborah Skaey, the new coordinator of the Public Relations program. Together, they 

presented the revisions proposed to revitalize the program with a stronger public relations component and more 

intense, specific writing courses as recommended by the program advisory committee. 

The proposed revisions will differentiate the program from those offered by five competing institutions by shifting 

the focus from technology toward PR strategies. These changes are expected to result in a better fit with the current 

public relations industry. Writing credits will increase from 1.5 to 3 credits and will add a focus on writing for the 

Internet. A unique course in stakeholder relations will be introduced.  

Students currently in the program and those applying for Sept 2003 will need to be notified individually about the 

changes to the program.  

The program will discontinue using PageMaker and will switch completely to QuarkXpress, the industry standard. 

Moved by Jan Carrie, seconded by Bevin Heath Ansley, to approve the proposed changes to the Public 

Relations program. 

MOTION CARRIED. 
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5) PR and Journalism Programs: English Requirements 

Moved by Judith McGillivray, seconded by Gene Brush, that the committee approve an increase in the 

entrance requirements for the Public Relations program to an LPI essay score of 30, or a B in English 12, or 

Kwantlen University College English Placement test, or successful completion of ENGL 1100 or 1110. 

MOTION CARRIED.  

Moved by LeRoi Smith, seconded by Carol Hansen, that the committee approve an increase in the entrance 

requirements for the Journalism program to an LPI essay score of 30, or a B in English 12, or Kwantlen 

University College English Placement test, or successful completion of ENGL 1100 or 1110. 

MOTION CARRIED.  

6) IDDS Program: English Requirements 

Discussion raised concerns about exit standards and articulation and transfer for students in the program resulting 

from lowering the English entrance requirements. The committee would like to see the proposed changes as part of 

the whole program revision.  

Moved by Ihor Pona, seconded by Gene Brush, to table the item. 

MOTION CARRIED.  

7) Horticulture Technician Program: Prerequisites 

Bruce McTavish presented the request from the School of Horticulture to amend the prerequisites for high school 

students in the program under the Career Technology Consortium (CTC) partnership agreements with the Surrey, 

Langley, Delta, and Richmond school districts to better reflect the actual level of Math skills required (as identified 

in the Essential Math Proficiencies document by Geoff Dean, 2001). 

Moved by Judith McGillivray, seconded by Gene Brush, to amend the prerequisites for high school students 

in the Horticulture Technician Program, Landscape and Retail Garden Center Option, to Principles of Math 

10 with a C or Essentials of Math 10 with a C+, and English 11 with a C or Communications 11 with a C, 

pending the following change to the document: Page 2, High School Prerequisites – delete ‘(TPC)’ 

MOTION CARRIED. 

8) Greenhouse Vegetable Technician Certificate Program: Course substitutions 

Bruce McTavish explained the rationale for the proposed changes, which includes changing the delivery from three 

to two semesters. This would allow students to finish the program at a time in the spring that would allow them to 

find employment. Many students get one or more job offers at entry-level, starting at $10 to 12, before they finish 

the program. 

Jody Gordon requested that the department send a letter to Admissions re new format. 

Moved by Gene Brush, seconded by Jan Carrie, to approve the proposed changes to the Greenhouse 

Vegetable Technician Curriculum. 

MOTION CARRIED.  

9) Electronics Engineering and Automation Engineering Technology Program: Changes to Program 

Brian Carr presented the proposed program changes that were necessitated by budget restraints, not by industry 

demands. The changes include reducing the extent of robotics, which was a supplemental component that gave 

students an additional advantage in the job market, but which will not impact re-accreditation in the Fall of 2003 as 

the program still meets Canadian Technology Standards for Electronics and Automation. 

The change will take effect for the intake as per the 2003/2004 Calendar. 

Moved by Robert Fleming, seconded by LeRoi Smith, to accept the proposed revisions to the Electronics 

Engineering and Automation Engineering Technology Program. 

MOTION CARRIED.  

10) Changes to entrance requirements for the Applied Business Technology Program  

Dana Goedbloed addressed the perceived need for changes to the entrance requirements for the Applied Business 

Technology program. The changes involve eliminating the non-Kwantlen testing tool used, which was too time-

consuming and had not been a good indicator of success, and replacing it with the general Kwantlen entry 

requirements.  
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Moved by Robert Fleming, seconded by Jan Carrie, to approve the changes to the entrance requirements for 

the Applied Business Technology Program as presented, pending the following revisions: 

Paragraph 1: delete the wording after English 12 

Paragraph 3: replace ‘prerequisites’ with ‘entry requirements.’ 

MOTION CARRIED. 

11) New Program Approval Process: Report on EdCo meeting 

The Chair distributed the latest version of the Program Concept Form for use with degree and non-degree program 

proposals, along with the approval flow charts for both Kwantlen and the Ministry. 

(Note: the Program Concept Form, the non-degree full program proposal form, and the degree and non-degree 

approval flowcharts are available in the common area under docs/Dpac.) 

The new two-stage process puts more pressure on departments and Kwantlen to prioritize program development 

according to educational value. 

Judith McGillivray will meet with deans re program planning for the next 10-year period. 

12) Next Meeting: Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2003 

13) The meeting was adjourned at 6: 20 pm.  


