
 

Degree and Program Assessment Committee (DPAC) 

Wednesday, Mar. 24, 04,  4:15 pm 

Surrey Boardroom, G 2110 

 

M I N U T E S  

Present: David Davidson (Chair) 

Roger Elmes  

Robert Fleming  

Jody Gordon 

Casey McConill  

Judith McGillivray 

 

Karen Metzger (Recorder) 

Ihor Pona 

Wendy Royal 

Panteli Tritchew  

Rigel Vincent 

 

Regrets: Gene Brush  

Dana Goedbloed 

Colin Haigh 

Carol Hansen 

 

Bevin Heath-Ansley 

Linda Rogers 

Robyn Rushford 

 

Guests: Dr. Bob Brown 

Izgy Gocer 

Rob Finlayson 

 

Gerry Lengert 

Marge Damon 

Rick Cuff 

 

 

1) Call to order 

David Davidson called the meeting to order at 4:20 pm. 

2) Confirmation of Agenda 

The Chair suggested that the committee delay item 4 until Rob Fleming’s arrival, as he is prepared to make a motion 

on that item. (Rob was caught in traffic between Richmond and Surrey.) 

Moved by Jody Gordon, seconded by Judith McGillivray, to approve the agenda as amended.  

3) Approval of Minutes (Feb. 25, 2004) 

Moved by Roger Elmes, seconded by Wendy Royal, to approve the minutes of the Feb. 25, 2004 meeting as 

amended. (Casey McConill had not been present at that meeting.) 

MOTION CARRIED. 

4) General Arts Degree: Pre-Concept Approval 

Dr. Bob Brown, who spearheaded the development of the General Arts Degree, attended for the presentation of the 

Request for Pre-Concept Approval for a General Arts Degree Framework. He explained that the document is the 

result of a great deal of consultation across the institution, and has included much constructive feedback. There is a 

high level of support for the proposal; it is the first steps toward developing a full range of undergraduate arts 

programming, which will take place as budgeting allows. Dr. Brown said that the first 60 credits of the degree 

program will provide a sound basis for further studies and toward careers. 

There was general discussion about treating this proposal on an exception basis and going directly to full program 

proposal on the basis of the extensive consultation process and the white paper that preceded it. Judith McGillivray 

said there is financial support for the development across the institution, and that it will be supported by the budget 

starting in the coming fiscal year. 
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Rob Fleming moved, seconded by Rigel Vincent, THAT DPAC approve the General Arts Degree Framework 

pre-concept document and recommend proceeding directly to full program proposal development for the BA, 

Major in Psychology; BA, Major in Criminology; BA, General Studies; and BA, Double Minor. 

Moved by Panteli Tritchew, seconded by Rigel Vincent to amend the motion as follows: THAT DPAC 

recommend proceeding directly to full program proposal development for the BA, Major in Psychology; BA, 

Major in Criminology; BA, General Studies; and BA, Double Minor. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

On approval, Dr. Brown will update the white paper based on feedback from Education Council, and will work on 

developing the proposals. He said he will keep the process transparent. For full program proposals, the role of 

program advisors will need to be defined. Degree programs will both be different from and complementary to SFU 

Surrey programs. 

It is planned to develop a full slate of minors over the next five years. 

5) Implementation Review 

There was general discussion about a process for program implementation review. The general purpose is to ensure 

that a program is delivered as approved by DQAB. The process might involve an external expert conducting a brief 

review after each year of a program’s first run and writing a 2 – 3 page report, which could be used by the program 

as a framework for self-review, and also by DPAC. It was pointed out that it would be useful for AUCC 

accreditation to have had an external review to establish credibility. 

The BA in Graphic Design for Marketing and the BA in Applied Psychology programs both plan to have informal 

reviews with students after each year. It will also be useful to have feedback from several other internal and external 

points of view. 

Judith McGillivray met with Brian Clewes, CEO of the Industry Training Authority (ITA), who will bring together a 

group that can do a quick review of the new trades programs over a couple of hours. 

ACTION: Panteli Tritchew, Dana Goedbloed, David Davidson, and Judith McGillivray will meet to draft a model 

for implementation review for the May meeting, for approval by Education Council in June, and ready for 

September implementation. 

6) Member Terms – Proposal 

David Davidson brought forward a new set of proposed term dates for DPAC members because it had come to his 

attention that the terms of most of the members were going to end at the same time. The proposed term dates will 

allow an annual turnover of one-third of the faculty representatives. 

Moved by Roger Elmes, seconded by Casey McConill, to approve the DPAC Term Appointment Proposal as 

presented. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

7) FPP: Metal Fabricating Certificate and Citation 

Rob Finlayson and Gerry Lengert attended to the present the full program proposal for a Metal Fabricating 

Certificate and Citation, and distributed the Library Assessment Summary for the proposal. Rob explained that the 

proposed program originated with the welder fitter program, which had been running informally as an adjunct to the 

welding program. The proposed program will prepare certificate graduates with level 4 apprenticeship status. 

Students may also choose to exit at the citation and go to employment. The certificate program includes two levels 

of co-op training for direct-entry students who require the industry experience, after which they return to complete 

the required theory and vocational training. 

Moved by Roger Elmes, seconded by Robert Fleming, to recommend approval of the full program proposal 

for a Metal Fabricating Certificate and Citation, pending the following revisions: 

Page 1:  

First paragraph, change to “this proposal outlines the elements of the 39- to 59-week Certificate in Metal 

Fabrication, with an exit option at the Citation level after 19 to 29 weeks.  
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Second paragraph, delete first sentence. 

Third paragraph, delete ‘the best curricular and andragogical practices of’ and ‘that acknowledges demonstrated 

skills, attributes and knowledge.’ 

Fourth paragraph: after ‘school,’ add ‘each year for four years.’ 

Fifth paragraph, change ‘16’ to ’15,’ add ‘of technical training’ after ‘for a further four weeks’ at both references, 

and change to ‘completing an additional ten-week Co-op…’ 

Page 2: 

Program Description: mention both the Citation and the Certificate in the first and second paragraphs; 

Third paragraph: change to ‘…students may access educational pathways that lead to degrees in metallurgy and 

Identify the target student …: show how the program is modified for each student group listed, and specify where 

the Co-op components are mandatory. 

Page 4: 

Provide evidence of labour market demand: David Davison has some suggestions about the charts 

Page 5: 

Curriculum: change to ‘…students with an educational experience…’ and add some references or a URL re the 

Gooderham modules. 

Employability skills: Remove references to classroom work and change to work-related skills; add more details 

under ‘Visual literacy;’ delete the first item under ‘Citizenship and global perspective.’ 

Page 6: 

Describe the program/course structure: Rewrite this section as it relates to entrance requirements and student 

assessment/upgrading. 

Page 7-11: 

Use ‘lay out’ as a verb and ‘layout’ as a noun. 

Page 11: 

Last paragraph: delete ‘overwhelming’ from the second-last statement, and delete the last statement. 

Page 12: 

Admission and Transfer: Specify English entrance requirements as they apply to Trades, and specify whether the 

Math required is principles or applications; delete the 4th bullet. 

Page 13: 

First paragraph: Replace the statement with one that refers to Kwantlen’s policies on transfer and PLA. 

Second paragraph: Delete ‘being used’  

MOTION CARRIED. 

8) Program revision: BA in Graphic Design for Marketing (GDMA) 

Marge Damon and Rick Cuff presented the proposed changes to the GDMA program in response to feedback from 

students going through the first offering of year one of the program. The changes involve shifting the content to 

meet the actual rather than the projected needs of the students, and will not result in loss of program outcomes. 

Pending approval of the changes, there will be meetings with the program students to explain the changes. 

Moved by Panteli Tritchew, seconded by Rigel Vincent, to recommend approval of the revision to the BA in 

Graphic Design for Marketing program. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

9) Next regular meeting: Apr. 28, 2004, 4:15 pm, Room G 2110 

10) Adjournment: Ihor moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:45 pm. 


