
 

Degree and Program Assessment Committee 

(DPAC) 

Wednesday, Apr. 28, 04,  4:15 pm 

Surrey Boardroom, G 2110 

 

M I N U T E S  

Present: Grant Allan 

David Davidson (Chair) 

Roger Elmes  

Robert Fleming  

Dana Goedbloed 

Jody Gordon 

Carol Hansen 

Bevin Heath-Ansley 

Casey McConill  

 

Judith McGillivray 

Karen Metzger (Recorder) 

Linda Rogers 

Wendy Royal 

Robyn Rushford 

Panteli Tritchew  

Rigel Vincent 

 

Regrets: Colin Haigh 

Ihor Pona 

 

 

 

Guests: Dr. Bob Brown 

Izgy Gocer 

Rob Finlayson 

 

Gerry Lengert 

Marge Damon 

Rick Cuff 

 

1) Call to order 

The meeting was called to order at 4:20 pm. 

The Chair welcomed Grant Allan, Associate VP, Research, as a new member on DPAC. 

2) Confirmation of Agenda 

Moved by Carol Hansen, seconded by Robyn Rushford, to accept the agenda as amended: Item 7 has 

been removed, and item 8 moved up. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

3) Approval of Minutes (Mar. 24, 2004) 

Moved by Roger Elmes, seconded by Robyn Rushford, to approve the minutes of the Mar. 24, 2004 

meeting as amended. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

4) Program Revision: Associate of Science Degrees 

Brian Carr presented five options for associate of science degrees, pathways that have existed since the 

inception of the associate degree, but have to date not been designated. Kwantlen currently offers a generic 

Associate of Science degree, an Associate of Science in Geography, and a pathway to the BBA in 

Entrepreneurial Leadership. The purpose for creating the new pathways is to help students with their planning, 

and to encourage them to complete two years at Kwantlen before transferring to other institutions. 

Brian explained that the attached program frameworks are living documents that will change as university 

requirements change, perhaps as many as 3 or 4 changes per year. He expressed concern that he would be 
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required to take all possible changes through DPAC and Education Council for approval, which would reduce 

the ability to respond quickly. He said small changes have already been made to the documents for the 

Calendar. 

Moved by Roger, seconded by Robert Fleming, to approve the following associate degrees as presented: 

Associate of Science in Biology (ASc – Biology) 

Associate of Science in Chemistry (ASc – Chemistry) 

Associate of Science in Mathematics (ASc – Mathematics) 

Associate of Science in Physics (ASc – Physics) 

Associate of Science for Environmental Science or Environmental Management at Royal Roads 

University (ASc – RRU) 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Moved by Roger Elmes, seconded by Judith McGillivray, that, subsequent to formal approval of 

associate of science or associate of arts degrees, there will be no violation of the associate degree 

framework, and that any subsequent changes to associate degrees be forwarded to DPAC for information 

on an annual basis. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

5) Math Success and Retention 

Brian Carr introduced a proposal for a way to improve success and retention in Mathematics, an issue that has 

been discussed at the department level for several years as a problem, and that Judith McGillivray had earlier 

asked to be addressed. The proposed solution should improve retention and promote more success through 

science and other programs. 

Brian explained that the data on success/retention/failure is very clear, and that simply raising entrance 

requirements is not an option as they are already sufficiently high. The proposal outlines a plan for an additional 

two (2) hours per week for students whose prerequisite grades fall below an identified threshold. The regular 

course and the additional course at two hours per week would be corequisites coded so that if students withdraw 

from one, they would be automatically withdrawn from the other. The additional course would be in the 

experience/no credit granted mode, and students would have to complete the course in order to pass the 

corequisite course. Students would be required to pay for the additional course. 

Moved by Roger Elmes, seconded by Rob Fleming, that DPAC recommend for approval the concept of 

corequisites for introductory university-level Math courses for students with prerequisite grades falling 

below a specified threshold grade. 

MOTION CARRIED. 1 abstention (Casey McConill) 

6) Framework for BA Degrees 

Dr. Bob Brown reminded the committee that this item had been discussed at the previous meeting, and that the 

committee had approved moving directly “to full program proposal development for the BA, Major in 

Psychology; BA, Major in Criminology; BA, General Studies, and BA, Double Minor,” but that the 

committee had not approved the framework. (The attached framework document requires a few minor edits.)  

This framework would become the guideline for all bachelor of arts degrees to be developed at Kwantlen in the 

future. Any new bachelor of arts degrees other than those listed above will have to go through the normal 

approval process as per current practice.  

Moved by Rob Fleming, seconded by Roger Elmes, that DPAC recommend for approval the common use 

of the Curriculum Framework for Kwantlen University College Bachelor of Arts Degrees for all full 

program proposals for bachelor of arts degrees. 

MOTION CARRIED.  

7) SETA: Admission Requirement Change (Carolyn Robertson) 

This item was removed from the agenda at the request of the Dean of Community and Health Studies. 
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8) Revision: Admission Requirements Graduate Nurse English as an Additional Language (GNEAL) 

Program 

Leona Claxton attended to present the proposed changes in admission requirements to the GNEAL program, 

which would remove a barrier for students. The changes include moving the CPR, Criminal Records Search, 

and immunizations from program admission requirements to the course prerequisites for GNEA 1205 Nursing 

Experience; this change would give students nine weeks to complete the requirements after starting the 

program, and would facilitate filling seats in the program. 

Moved by Casey McConill, seconded by Carol Hansen, that DPAC recommend for approval the revisions 

to the admission requirements for the GNEAL program and GNEA 1205 with the following amendment: 
page 2, item b) under ‘Change to’, third bullet: ‘…prior to enrolling in GNEA 1205’. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

The committee cautioned that the change be well publicized to prospective students.  

9) Next regular meeting: May 26, 2004, 1 – 5:00 pm, Bldg. 2, room 208, Newton Campus. 

10) Adjournment: Carol Hansen moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:10 pm. 


