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M I N U T E S  

Present: Douglas Baker 

Jackie Baron  

Wendy Belter (for Susan Morris) 

Dana Cserepes (Chair) 

Robert Fleming  

Karen Metzger (Recorder) 

 

Josh Mitchell 

Maxine Mott 

Wendy Royal 

Elaine Samwald 

Takashi Sato (ex officio) 

 

Regrets: Leanne MacKenzie 

Panteli Tritchew 

 

Tally Wade 

Heather Yuzik (student) 

Guests: Jean Nicolson Church 

Lori Shortridge 

Marlene Chmilar 

 

 

1) Call to order 

Dana Cserepes called the meeting to order at 4:18 pm. She welcomed all members and guests to the first meeting of 

the year, and introduced Douglas Baker, Dean of Qualifying Studies, as a new administration representative. 

2) Confirmation of Agenda 

Moved by Wendy Royal, seconded by Elaine Samwald, to approved the agenda as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

3) Approval of Minutes of May 30, and June 6, 2007 

Moved by Josh Mitchell, seconded by Elaine Samwald, to approve the minutes of the May 30, 2007 meeting 

as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Moved by Jackie Baron, seconded by Josh Mitchell, to approve the minutes of the June 6, 2007 meeting as 

presented. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

4) Chair’s Report 

The Chair reported that she and others have over the summer been working on the Guide to Program Development, 

which is on the agenda today. She is working on picking up the dropped threads of the program implementation 

review process, and is looking to find members for the current vacancies. She thanked Dana Goedbloed, Casey 

McConill, Susan Morris, and Peter Koci, whose terms have ended, for their contributions to the committee. She 

noted that Casey McConill was a member for nine years. 

5) Program Revisions: Grad Nurse Re-Entry Citation 

Jean Nicolson Church and Marlene Chmilar presented the proposed revisions to the Grad Nurse Re-Entry citation 

program admission requirements. They explained that the current admission requirements specify only that 

applicants must be registered or be eligible to be registered with the College of Registered Nurses of British 

Columbia (CRNBC). The revised admission requirements would also recognize current or previous registration in 

jurisdictions in Canada outside of British Columbia. 
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The proposed revisions would be for implementation in January 2008. 

Moved by Wendy Royal, seconded by Elaine Samwald, to approve the revisions to the Grad Nurse Re-Entry 

citation program admission requirements as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

This will go forward to Education Council for approval. 

The proponents were given printed follow-up instructions. 

6) Program Revisions: Grad Nurse English Additional Language Certificate 

Jean Nicolson Church and Lori Shortridge explained that the proposed revisions have been made necessary because 

the College of Registered Nurses of British Columbia, which assesses and refers applicants to the Grad Nurse 

English Additional Language (GNEAL) certificate program, will no longer assess applicants until they have 

achieved a specified level of English language proficiency. Prior to this change, the GNEAL program provided the 

English language studies along with the nursing education. The proposed program revision removes the English 

language courses from the program.  

There was intense debate about the pedagogical soundness of the decision made by CRNBC, and how it creates a 

barrier for re-entry into the nursing profession for nurses educated in other languages. The CRNBC have explained 

that the decision was in part a way to improve the efficiency of dealing with applicants, not all of whom are formally 

educated nurses, and only a small percentage of whom require English upgrading. The proponents stated that they 

have had discussions with the CRNBC about their unilateral decision to make this change, but to no avail. 

Proponents explained that even without the English language courses, the program incorporates cultural components 

and English language practise in the practicum components. The program uses co-operative learning strategies to 

maximize learning of nursing and English.  

There was also discussion about how Kwantlen might provide English language education to a variety of health 

professionals with English as an additional language.  

There was brief discussion about renaming the program, but no decision was made. 

Moved by Maxine Mott, seconded by Elaine Samwald, to approve the revisions to the Grad Nurse English 

Additional Language certificate program as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED – 1opposed (Wendy Royal) 

This will go forward to Education Council for approval. 

The proponents were given printed follow-up instructions. 

7) Guide for Program Development (DPAC Manual) 

Rob Fleming explained that the most recent addition to the Guide was to incorporate information about the  rationale 

for the Program Resource Review Committee (PRRC), and to explain the new processes related to that. Proposed 

program concepts and full program proposals will now need to be reviewed by the PRRC both before and after 

various approval stages. The plan is to truly understand the budget impact during the process, which has not always 

been the reality in the past, when estimated budgets may have been drawn up with inadequate knowledge.  

There were a number of specified revisions to be made, after which this will go forward to Education Council for 

review. 

8) Next Meeting: Wed. Oct. 3, 2007 

9) Adjournment: Moved by Josh Mitchell to adjourn the meeting at 5:28 pm.  


