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Voting Members: Quorum 8 members  Non-voting  

Chris Traynor (Chair) 
Marti Alger 
John Belisle 
Celia Brinkerhoff 
Chris Burns 
Rachel Chong  
Kathy Dunster 
 

Vicki Effertz  
Lisa Hubick 
Ulrike Kestler 
Sherri Magson 
John Shepherd 
Elise Strand 
Ann McBurnie 

David Burns 
Todd Mundle  
 

Voting  

 

Regrets:  Senate Office Guests:  

Alan Davis 
Guramritpal Singh 
Brian Pegg 
Bob Davis 
Sandy Vanderburgh 

Meredith Laird  

1. Call to Order 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. He welcomed Kathy Dunster and Sherri Magson 
to their first meeting of the committee and noted that this would be his final meeting. 

2. Approval of Agenda 

John Belisle moved the agenda be confirmed as circulated. 

The motion carried. 

3. Approval of Minutes, February 5, 2020 

Elise Strand moved the minutes be accepted as presented. 

The motion carried. 

4. Chair’s Report 

Chris Traynor informed the committee that this would be his last meeting as Chair and that he had 
served for 6 years on the committee and chaired for 4. He noted that through the members’ efforts, 
the mandate of the committee has improved, serving more of a governance and oversight role than 
in the past. He highlighted the work of the committee on supporting accessibility of Library spaces, 
copyright compliance, and the developing Library strategic plan. He also noted his appreciation for 
the support of everyone in his role, including the openness of Todd Mundle, the University Librarian. 
Thanks to everyone. 
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5. University Librarian’s Report 

Todd Mundle, University Librarian, submitted his report and answered questions of the committee.  
He highlighted that KPU is one of very few post-secondary libraries in Canada that has stayed open 
to some degree during the pandemic. KPU’s Security team provides regular reports about 
attendance at the libraries and has reported approximately 40 students per day using the spaces. 
Physical distancing onsite is assisted by Security to ensure 6 foot/2m separation between users. He 
thanked the Library staff for their resiliency in making changes as required, especially around laptop 
lending. The Library provides the inventory control for other departments as they lend out items, 
and have been working with Teaching & Learning and faculty members on protocols around 
providing equipment to students. He thanked Ruth Mullane and Debbie Smith in particular for their 
work during this period.  

He explained that the Library will decide about closure pending the announcement from Premier 
Horgan later in the day. Staff are exploring how to maintain the Library’s functioning, thinking 
through how to loan parts of the collection, the possibility of using Plexiglas separators to protect 
staff and users. 

David Burns thanked everyone involved with keeping the libraries open, especially in light of the 
social justice issues caused by access to technology, and for international students. 

IT has moved its service desk into the Surrey library, and they wish to continue to have access during 
the summer months. 

The Library began its program of loaning laptops in February with the idea that most loans would be 
for several hours. Since that time, the requests have increased and the loan time is now for entire 
semesters. Currently, 120 students are on the waitlist for a loan. The turnaround time between the 
student request online and receipt of the equipment is a few days, as the Library must create the 
records and barcode the units and IT must prepare them for loan. Todd Mundle confirmed that the 
cost of purchasing these laptops was taken from the IT budget, not from the Library budget. 

He highlighted the end of year purchases that the Library had been able to make, which included 
backfile journals and practical items such as outlets at Surrey tables, height-adjustable desks for 
students and a new outdoor book return bin for Surrey. 

The Chair thanked the Library staff for keeping the space open and ensuring resources are available 
during the general University closure, especially in support of social justice. The committee 
discussed issues around technology for students who may not have the means to afford the 
bandwidth or even the equipment to complete their assignments. 

6. New Business 

6.1. 2020 Library Strategic Plan 

Todd Mundle submitted the draft report. He highlighted that a set of draft values will overarch the 
whole plan, and the team is using UBC’s plan as a framework. He asked committee members for 
feedback on whether it is more appropriate to separate Indigenization goals into its own item, or to 
incorporate them into each of the other goals. 

The committee discussed the use of the words “occupy,” “inhabit,” or “intersect” in Key Action 7 of 
Goal 4 and determined it was appropriate to solicit feedback from the working group’s Indigenous 
contacts. 
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The Chair commended the group on putting this plan together and investing the time and effort in 
creating such a strong document that is both aspirational and specific. 

David Burns, Vice-Chair of Senate, thanked Chris Traynor for his service on the committee. 

7. Election of Committee Chair 

David Burns clarified that nominations would be made from the floor and the Chair must be a 
Senator. He informed the committee that there would be a fall by-election and in the case that no 
candidate was elected, that he would serve until an election could be called and a new Chair 
confirmed. The term of office is from September 1, 2020 to August 31, 2023. 

David Burns conducted the election and called for nominations:  

First call: no nominations 

Second call: no nominations 

Third call: no nominations 

David Burns will Chair the first meeting of this committee in September and fulfill that role until a 
new chair is elected. 

7.1. Senate Effectiveness Survey 

David Burns informed the committee that the Senate Effectiveness Survey has launched.  
Members will receive an invitation to participate over email, and are strongly encouraged to submit 
their responses to help improve Senate Office function and support to them in their roles.  

8. Items for Discussion 

8.1. Suggestions to stay healthy during COVID-19 

Committee members and guests discussed this item. 

9. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 11:04 a.m. 


