
 

 

 

 

Policy Review Committee  
Feb. 16, 2004, 3:00 pm 

Room B 206 

 

 

MIN U TES  

 

Present: Jan Carrie (Chair) 

Dana Goedbloed 

Jody Gordon 

Sandi Klassen 

Alice Macpherson 

 

Karen Metzger (Recorder) 

Ihor Pona 

Panteli Tritchew 

 

Regrets: Bob Perkins 

Derek Francis 

Tom Radesh 

 

Alexandra Richmond 

Harry Yang 

 

Guests: Penney Grylls 

Lori Price 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 3:08 pm. 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by Alice Macpherson, seconded by Ihor Pona, to adopt the agenda as presented. 

3. Approval of Minutes (Jan. 19, 2004) 

Moved by Jody Gordon, seconded by Dana Goedbloed, to approve the minutes of the Jan. 

19, 2004 meeting as presented. 

4. Old Business 

a. Policy C.5 Appeals of Academic Decisions, Jan Carrie  

Consideration of this policy resulted in the following suggestions: 

 Item B.8: Upon receipt of the assessments from the two reviewers, the Dean may 

consider a grade change; that decision shall be final. A grade reconsideration … 

 Item C.1: Should the student not be satisfied with the stage one process, he/she 

has … 

ACTION: Members to take a second look at this policy before approving. 



Policy Review Committee 
Minutes of Meeting, Feb. 16, 2004 
Page 2  

 

ACTION: Jody Gordon to consult with Derek Francis who sat on the committee that 

reviewed this policy this past year. They will return with information from the previous 

committee's discussion to share with this committee. 

b. Policy C.3 President’s Honour Roll, Jody Gordon 

Policy C.3 came back to this committee from Education Council for further discussion 

because of concerns raised. Concern involved the number of credits a student should 

carry in a semester to be eligible for the President’s Honour Roll. The suggested number 

is 12. Full-time studies at Kwantlen is a 9-credit course load, but some full-time programs 

carry loads of up to 21 credits. 

The committee agreed that the policy needs a statement of intent to help determine the 

number of required credits. 

Other institutions require varying numbers of credit: 

The University College of the Cariboo (UCC) - 15, Okanagan University College (OUC) 

- 9, Simon Fraser University (SFU) - 12 with a GPA of 85%, University of British 

Columbia (UBC) –15 with 80% over the semester, and Douglas College – 12.  

ACTION: Jody Gordon will propose a statement of intent for this policy and will circulate 

it to the members for feedback in order that the policy can be brought back to Council for 

approval in March. 

Moved by Sandi Klassen, seconded by Panteli Tritchew, to change 9 credits to full-time 

studies only with no reference to credits. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

c. Policy C.22 Graduation with Distinction, Jody Gordon 

Discussion on the proposed revisions to this policy centred around the purpose of the 

policy, re whether it should reflect only the work done toward a particular credential or to 

include unrelated work as well, in which students may or may not have done as well. 

ACTION: Jody Gordon will write a statement on the intent of the policy, after which it 

will go to Education Council for approval. 

d. Policy 42 Minimum Requirements for Graduation, Jody Gordon 

Moved by Sandi Klassen, seconded by Alice Macpherson, to approve the revisions to 

Policy C.42 Requirements for Graduation, with the following amendments: 

 Associate Degree: A minimum of 60 semester credit hours with a minimum 

CGPA of 2.00 and a PGPA of 2.00. A minimum grade of C in each course for the 

Associate of Arts and a minimum C average across all courses for the Associate 

of Science. 

 The addition of a preamble. 

MOTION CARRIED. 
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e. Statement of Academic Freedom 

Penny Grylls, Manager Regulatory Affairs, and Lori Price, legal counsel for Kwantlen on 

educational and other matters, attended to clarify issues regarding statements versus 

policies as they relate to Kwantlen’s Statement of Academic Freedom. 

Lori cautioned against making decisions based on what other institutions do, as not all 

institutions have followed legal advice in establishing statements of academic freedom. 

She explained the fundamental differences between policies and statements: policies must 

be enforceable, and will involve procedures, while statements serve as overarching 

principles under which all policies operate. Well-written principles or statements can 

override disputes under collective agreements, but cannot contravene policies. Statements 

may allow instructors to disagree with departments, but instructors must operate within 

human rights principles. 

The Statement of Academic Freedom was sent back to this committee because of 

difficulties interpreting the 4th listed item re fiscal responsibility. The committee 

discussed separating that point from the others and rewriting it. 

Moved by Panteli Tritchew, seconded by Alice Macpherson, to approve the 

Statement of Academic Freedom, pending the following revision: 

‘4. It is recognized that the above principles will be exercised in a fiscally responsible 

manner.’ 

MOTION CARRIED. 

The Principles of Academic Freedom can now be taken back to Education Council for 

approval. 

f. Policy C.8 Academic Honesty – Update 

Policy C.8 Academic Honesty is ready to go back to the deans for a more thorough going 

over and will then go to Education Council for information and input. We are still 

operating under the current Policy C.8 Plagiarism and Cheating. This policy must be 

approved by Education Council in June to be ready for September. 

5. New Business 

a. Policy B.16 Principles of External Alliances. Ihor Pona suggested this policy needs a 

preamble or definition, and needs to be structured according to the usual format. This 

committee can raise questions and make recommendations for the VP Learning. 

b. For the next meeting, the committee should look at a policy on program cancellation. 

At present, we have principles but no policy. 

6. Next meeting: Monday March 8, 2004, 3:00 pm. Room B 206. 

7. Adjournment: Jan Carrie moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:04 pm. 


