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MINUTES 

Senate Standing Committee on Policy Articulation (SSCPA) 

Monday, October 21, 2013, 4pm 

Surrey Campus, Cedar Building, Room2110 

 

Present:  

Davison, Ann Marie 
Davis, Bob / Chair 
Macpherson, Alice 
Belter, Wendy 
Button, Steven 
Rose, Kim 
Henwood, Nadia 

Recorder 

Scanlan, Lori / University Secretariat 

Ex-Officio / Non-voting 

Hensley, Robert 
Fee, Jane 
Klassen, Sandi 

Regrets: 

Blizard, Lida 
Dube, Catherine / Ex-Officio 
Cserepes, Dana / Ex-Officio 
 

1. Call to Order  

The meeting was called to order at 4:03pm. 

2. Confirmation of Agenda 

The Policy on Religious Accommodation was added under “Items for Discussion”. 

The amended Agenda was confirmed by consensus. 

3. Approval of Minutes of June 17, 2013 

It was noted that because quorum was not achieved at the June 17, 2013 meeting the May 
13, 2013 Minutes still need to be approved.  

Moved by Kim Rose; seconded by Wendy Belter THAT the amended June 17, 2013 Minutes be 
approved. Motion Carried 

4. Chair’s Report 

The Chair updated the Committee on the progress of the working group assigned to review 
the Student Conduct Policy C.21. The expectation is that Policy C.21 will be ready for review 
on the Policy Blog by January 2014. 

5. Academic Schedule 

Robert Hensley, Registrar, presented the draft Academic Schedule 2014/15 to the 
Committee. The Committee had an in-depth discussion about the reading break being 
extended to a week and the need for a metric to be established which would track feedback 
to determine if the reading break works better in the February 2014 assignment or in the 
March 2015 assignment. It was pointed out that next year, when the Committee is tasked 
with approving the 2015/2016 Academic Schedule, the feedback needed to determine 
which reading break assignment worked better will not yet have been gathered. It was 
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noted that some room for adjustment could be made after experiencing the March 2015 
reading break. 

The Committee commented that they had asked for The Academic Schedule Policy B.1 to 
be added to the list for review. Sandi Klassen, University Secretary, noted that the request 
for revision to Policy B.1 had been received, approved and forwarded quite some time ago.  

Action: Robert Hensley will check to see if Policy B.1 is on the list for policies slated for review 
and if so, at what juncture. 

Moved by Alice Macpherson; seconded by Kim Rose THAT the 2014/2015 Academic Schedule 
is in compliance with the Academic Schedule Policy B.1 and that the Senate Standing 
Committee on Policy Articulation recommends it to Senate for approval. Motion Carried 

6. SSCPA Mandate and Membership 

The Chair updated the Committee that the SSCPA membership revision had been reviewed 
at the Senate Governance Committee (SGC) but there were some concerns regarding the 
smaller committee size. The Vice-Chair of Senate, Dana Cserepes, and the Chair of SGC, 
Wade Deisman, will be meeting to discuss the SGC concerns. 

7. Items for Discussion: Policy on Religious Accommodation 

In relation to the Policy on Religious Accommodation, the Committee raised the question of 
“how is a policy jurisdiction determined”? As it applied to the Policy on Religious 
Accommodation, the Committee noted that there were definite impacts on the classroom, 
exam assignment and, in some cases, curriculum. Sandi Klassen informed the committee 
that since the formation of Senate, more policies have been moved under the academic 
structure. She added that in the case where new policies are drafted a collaborative 
approach between the President, Provost and Vice President Finance and Administration is 
used to determine if a policy falls under the academic or administrative stream. The 
Committee was reminded that anyone can comment on a new or revised policy once it is 
posted to the policy blog. The Chair suggested that concerns regarding posted policies not 
under the purview of Senate could still be added and discussed at SSCPA, but that 
comments on those policies need to be added to the policy blog by individuals. A further 
suggestion was made that comments resulting from SSCPA discussion should be added to 
the blog as being from the Committee. 

Action: Bob Davis will discuss the SSCPA Mandate with the Vice-Chair of Senate and the Chair 
of SGC. 

8. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 5:05pm. 


