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MINUTES 

Senate Standing Committee on  
Policy Review (SSC Policy) 

Monday, September 21, 2015, 4pm 
Surrey Campus, Cedar Building, Room 2110 

 
Present:  

Bob Davis 
Ann Marie Davison 
Connie Klimek, Chair 
Ron Murray 

Ex-Officio / Non-voting: 

Jennifer Au 
Catherine Dube 
Josephine Chan 

Regrets: 

Amandeep Cheema 
Laurie Detwiler 
Salvador Ferreras / Jane Fee 
Zena Mitchell 
Jim Murray 

Guests: 

Natalie Walker 

Recorder 

Lori Scanlan, University Secretariat 
 

1. Call to Order  

The meeting was called to order at 4:01 pm. 

2. Confirmation of Agenda 

Reading break was added under Item 9. Items for discussion. 

Moved by Bob Davis; seconded by Ron Murray: 
THAT the Agenda be confirmed with the addition of “Committee Attendance” under item 8 and 
“Reading Break” added as an “item for discussion”.  Motion Carried 
 

3. Approval of Minutes of December 8, 2014 and May 11, 2015 

 
Moved by Ann Marie Davison; seconded by Bob Davis: 
THAT the Minutes of December 8, 2014 be approved. Motion Carried 
 
Moved by Bob Davis; seconded by Ron Murray: 
THAT the Minutes of May 11, 2015 be approved as amended. Motion Carried 
 

4. Pending Business: Policy Education Session 

The Chair discussed “Policy Education Session” which was listed as an action item coming forward 
from the December 2014 Minutes. The committee didn’t recall why the item was listed but discussed 
many possible reasons why it should be pursued.  
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Action: Natalie Walker will follow-up with Jane Fee, Deputy Provost and Zena Mitchell, University 
Registrar, who were present at the December 2014 meeting, and see if they recall why this item 
was added to the Minutes.  

Action: Natalie Walker will pursue the development of a SSC Policy work plan.  

5. Chair’s Report 

The Chair informed the committee that the Academic Schedule will be presented to SSC Policy at its 
October 19, 2015 meeting. 

6. GV.10 Mission, Vision and Values Development and Amendment Policy and Procedures 

Josephine Chan, Special Assistant to the Provost on Policy and Academic Affairs, presented GV.10 
Mission, Vision and Values Development and Amendment Policy and Procedures and provided the 
committee with a brief background.  

The committee provided the following feedback: 

Policy: 

 Context and Purpose, paragraph 5: move “The president must prepare and submit to the 
board an annual budget in consultation with the appropriate standing committee of the 
senate” to GV.10 Procedures.  

 Add in a standard review period 
Procedures: 

 Mandate: provide a definition of “mandate” from a more academically focused dictionary 
source. 

 Mandate: move the actual mandate as defined by Section 47.1 of the University Act to the 
Context and Purpose section. 

 Mandate: Double check the wording of Section 47.1 (subsection “a” and “b”) of the 
University Act as listed on the procedures against the actual University Act.  

Action: Natalie Walker will check the flexibility of Section 47.1 of the University Act as it applies to 
“must” offer master’s degrees.  

7. Policy L.2 Joint Approval: Request for New Policy or Modification to Existing Policy 

The Chair presented Policy L.2 Joint Approval: Request for New Policy or Modification to Existing 
Policy and introduced Natalie Walker as the developer. Ms. Walker explained that Policy L.2, which 
was developed based on the Colleges and Institutes Act, no longer reflects KPU’s mandate which is 
based on the University Act. Additionally, once the Principles of Bi-cameral Governance are approved 
they would replace the Joint Approval Policy and if needed be developed as a Policy of their own.  

The committee provided the following feedback: 

 Be specific that this an elimination of Policy L.2 Joint approval and not a request for 
modification. 

 Provide more depth to the rational. 

 Provide information showing where/how Policy L.2 is covered in other policies. 

8. Membership and Mandate 

Jennifer Au, Vice Chair of Senate, informed the committee that the issue of Senate Standing 
Committee (SSC) membership is being raised at every SSC in order to accommodate the introduction 
of new members from the Faculty of Educational Support and Development (FESD). Since the 
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membership review is taking place, SSC’s have also been asked to review their mandates and ensure 
that their current mandate is still relevant. The SSC Policy moved the following revisions:  

Moved by Ann Marie Davison; seconded by Bob Davis: 
THAT the SSC Policy membership be revised from “Four faculty members, at least three of whom 
must be chosen from different Faculties, one of whom may be a faculty member without a Faculty” 
to “Five faculty members, at least four of whom must be chosen from different Faculties”.  
 Motion Carried 

9. Committee Attendance 

The Vice Chair of Senate clarified that in the “Terms of Office” section of the SSC Policy committee 
membership, the intention of the phrase “The Chair will inform the committee if a member’s 
absences exceed three meetings” is to mirror the Senate by-laws and have the attendance be 
reflective of an academic year.  After a thorough discussion regarding the intent of the phrase, the 
following motion was passed: 

Moved by Ann Marie Davison; seconded by Bob Davis: 
THAT the statement “The Chair will inform the committee if a member’s absences exceed three 
meetings” be amended to include “in an academic year”. Motion Carried 
 
The committee engaged in a brief discussion about member absences and no seats were made 
vacant. 

10. Items for Discussion: Reading Break 

The committee inquired about a former request for data regarding how students and faculty were 
affected by the loss of “face-to-face” instruction time due to the move from scheduling two Reading 
Days to scheduling a Reading Week in the spring semester.  

Action: Natalie Walker will bring the committee’s request for data regarding the reading break to 
the University Registrar’s attention and ask for an update regarding any completed survey’s 
surrounding this change to the Academic Schedule.  

11. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 5:26 pm. 


