
SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON PROGRAM REVIEW 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
Wednesday, September 22, 2021 

3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
MS Teams Online 
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Voting Member Quorum 8 members  
David Florkowski 
Xavier Ardez 
Shelley Boyd 
Aimee Begalka 
Lori McElroy 
Leeann Waddington 
Julia Denker 

Melissa Swanink 
Heather Cyr 
Marti Alger 
Tomasz Gradowski 
Nishan Perera 
Allison Richardson 
Fergal Callaghan 

 

Non-voting 
Amy Jeon – Chair 
Sandy Vanderburgh 
Steve Cardwell 
Melike Kinik-Dicleli 

Regrets  Senate Office Guests  
Stephen Yezerinac 
Lindsay Norris 
 

Meredith Laird Courtney Verhage 
Rebecca Harbut 
Mike Bomford 
Elizabeth Worobec 
David Burns 

1. Territorial Acknowledgement and Call to Order 

The Chair opened the meeting with a Territorial Acknowledgement and called the meeting to 
order at 3:00 p.m. 

2. Approval of Agenda 

David Florkowski moved the agenda be confirmed as presented. 

The motion carried. 

3. Approval of Minutes June 23, 2021 

Allison Richardson moved the minutes be accepted as circulated. 

The motion carried. 

4. Chair’s Report 

Amy Jeon, Vice-Chair of Senate, informed the committee that she will act as chair until a new 
chair is elected.  She welcomed new members to the committee and asked all members to 
introduce themselves. 

 English Upgrading Program Review Timeline 

The committee received the timeline.   
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The English Department has been granted a one-month extension for the submission of their 
Program Self Study Report, which will be presented to the committee next month. 

5. New Business 

 History External Review Report 

The committee received the report and discussed comments from the external reviewers 
related to workload and research. The committee also discussed remarks about campus 
closures and limitations during the pandemic, as well as a comment about the nature of the 
relationship of the Program with the Bookstore which may not be appropriate for the record. 

Shelley Boyd moved THAT issues pertaining to workload, regularization and class size are out of 
scope of program review. 

The amended motion carried. 

Action: The Chair will provide a memo to the Program to explain which review comments are 
out of scope of this committee’s feedback. 

Julia Denker moved THAT the SSCPR accept the History External Review Report as attached. 

The motion carried. 

 Foundations in Design External Review Report 

The committee received the written report. 

Heather Cyr moved THAT the Senate Standing Committee on Program Review accept the 
Foundations in Design External Review Report as Attached. 

The motion carried. 

 Sustainable Agriculture Self-Study Report 

The committee received the written report. The Chair noted a few minor copy edits and 
formatting changes that were suggested by the reviewers which have been addressed in the 
revised draft submitted for consideration. 

Rebecca Harbut responded to the reviewers’ comments about external accreditation, explaining 
that an external organization, BC Hydrologists’ Association , does regularly review the Program 
but does not provide any accreditation or certification. The committee discussed that 
Sustainable Agriculture has many more connections with other academic units than the ones 
listed in the report and suggested that including these relationships might enhance the report. 

The committee discussed the comments about Indigenization, and the possibility to increase 
connections with programs within the Melville School of Business and Sustainable Food 
Systems and Security.  Rebecca Harbut explained the varied careers that graduates of the 
program pursue, which include: consultancy, and a variety of careers in non-profit work, as well 
as food production. The committee discussed how the program competencies may be edited to 
more closely map to learning objectives of the program and courses. Mike Bomford and 
Rebecca Harbut commented on the opportunities that the creation of micro-credentials might 
present for formal, educational opportunities for current practitioners in the field and industry 
partners. 
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Lori McElroy moved THAT the Senate Standing Committee on Program Review accept the 
Sustainable Agriculture Self-Study Report as attached. 

The motion carried. 

 
6. Items for Discussion 

 Notice of Election of Committee Chair 

Amy Jeon informed the committee that the election for committee chair will take place at the 
next meeting and explained eligibility for this position and for the newly-created position of 
standing committee vice-chair. 

 New Program Review Guides 

Lori McElroy reminded the committee of the Quality Assurance Process Audit by the Ministry of 
Advanced Education and Development that took place several years ago, which resulted in a 
report that was then reviewed by Degree Quality Assurance Board.  She shared that 
recommendations in the report included the suggestion to create a curriculum-mapping 
process and to revise the program review process and associated guides.  In response to these 
recommendations, the Office of Planning and Accountability has reviewed and revised the 
program review process and guides and two programs have already piloted the new process. 

The committee discussed how program review will address indigenous content, how this new 
process will reduce workload for faculty members, and suggested that the Getting Started Guide 
infographic on the webpage might be programmed to be a clickable link to the guides.  Program 
Learning Outcomes and curricular mapping support from Teaching & Learning Commons is 
very helpful and the guide might be stronger in suggesting that programs seek advice to 
normalize seeking this assistance. The committee discussed the degree of detail expected in the 
curricular outcomes related to civic engagement and how transferable skills not specifically 
related to the discipline itself might be framed or labelled in the document to make it more 
obviously relevant to a broader range of programs. The use of examples might assist authors of 
this document to understand better what is being requested. 

Leeann Waddington shared information about how curriculum maps could be developed using 
course and program learning outcomes within the Leepfrog suite of software over the next few 
years and that this will assist faculty in their work in scaffolding and learning outcomes. 

Lori McElroy shared that these are living documents, Program Review has a continuous 
improvement philosophy and welcomes comments and feedback. 

7. Manager’s Report for OPA 

The committee received the written report.  Melike Kinik-Dicleli shared the numbers of reports 
in the various stages of review. The committee discussed how OPA may share which programs 
will have upcoming reviews with the Teaching and Learning Commons to assist in planning 
support. 

8. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 4:26 p.m. 
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