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AGENDA 

1. Call to Order  ..........................................................................................................................................................  2:00 

2. Approval of Agenda 

3. Approval of Minutes, November 12, 2020 

4. Chair's Report .................................................................................................................... Daniel Bernstein 2:10 

5. AVPIRGS Report ...................................................................................................................... Deepak Gupta 2:20 

6. Chair, REB Report ......................................................................................................................... Tara Lyons 2:35 

7. Items for Discussion: 

7.1. Royal Society of Canada Memberships Nominations ..................................... Deepak Gupta 2:45 

7.2. New Frontiers in Research Fund (NFRF) ............................................................ Deepak Gupta 3:00 

7.3. Post-Doctoral Fellow Definition ................................................................. Deborah Henderson 3:15 

8. Adjournment 
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Voting Member Quorum 6 members  

Daniel Bernstein – Chair 
Deepak Gupta 
Rajiv Jhangiani 
Victor Martinez 

Paul Ohler 
Mandeep Pannu 
Mark Vardy 
Elizabeth Worobec 

 

Non-voting 

David Burns 

Regrets  Senate Office Guests  

Paul Adams 
Alan Davis 
Deborah Henderson 
Karen Meijer-Kline 
Diane Purvey 
Sundeep Varaich 

Meredith Laird Tara Lyons 

 
1. Call to Order 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 2:01 p.m. Daniel Bernstein welcomed Mark Vardy to 
the committee. 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Rajiv Jhangiani moved the agenda be confirmed as circulated. 

The motion carried. 

3. Approval of Minutes, October 22, 2020 

Victor Martinez moved the minutes be accepted as amended. 

The motion carried. 

4. Chair’s Report 

Daniel Bernstein reported that he presented the White Paper on Research and Scholarship to 
Senate in October and renewed the call for nominations for a student member to join the 
committee. 
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5. Associate Vice-President, Research Report 

The committee received the written report.  Deepak Gupta highlighted that KPU’s membership 
in the Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute has been reinstated and two faculty members have been 
awarded funding. He noted that KPU may submit up to 5 applications to the NSERC Social 
Innovation Fund, and advised that the deadline is February 1, 2021. 

He congratulated Deborah Henderson on her receipt of the NSERC Synergy award, the highest 
award for innovation in Canada. 

Deepak Gupta agreed to include information about SSHRC awards and applications in his 
monthly reports to the committee. 

6. Chair, Ethics Research Board Report 

The committee received the report.  Tara Lyons shared that she recently met with Research 
Ethics BC and highlighted an upcoming presentation her team will give on common issues with 
submissions to the Board.  If there is interest, these presentations may be held at regular 
intervals. 

6.1. REB Annual Report 

The committee received the report.  Tara Lyons highlighted that 71 files were reviewed, and 
answered questions of the committee. 

The committee discussed completion reports and the requirement to submit annual reports for 
research with human subjects. Tara Lyons advised about new processes to support the timeline 
of submission of completion reports. The committee discussed where the completion report fits 
into the schedule of publication of reviewed research and the responsibility of the supervising 
faculty member. 

7. Items for Discussion 

7.1. Committee Meeting Schedule 

David Burns described the Senate Office schedule of committee meetings for Academic Year 
2021/22.  The committee agreed that it would be feasible to move its monthly meetings as 
suggested by the Senate Office. 

7.2. Open Education Research Fellowship 

Rajiv Jhangiani informed the committee that a call for the 2021 Open Education Research 
Fellowship will be communicated widely throughout the institution and that a working group 
would be formed to adjudicate applications. 

He informed the committee of the nature and requirements of this role and confirmed that it 
includes funding for the Fellow to present at academic conferences and to hire a student 
Research Assistant. 

8. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 2:50 p.m. 
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Highlights from Research, Innovation, and Graduate Studies 
Division 

Report dated January 14, 2021 
 

 
From the Office of the AVP, Research, Innovation, and Graduate Studies 
 
SENIOR BUSINESS TRANSFORMATION SPECIALIST JOINS AVP’S OFFICE 
Jim Rahaman joins the Office of AVP, Research, Innovation, and Graduate Studies in a term-limited 
position as Business Transformation Leader. Jim is a certified professional accountant (CPA), and chartered 
accountant (CA) whose 20-year career has focused on using strategic finance insight to improve 
organizational alignment and oversight. As a finance business partner he has worked in over a dozen 
countries in financial controller, Financial Planning and Analysis (FP&A) and consulting roles supporting 
national, global listed and public sector institutions ($10m -$1bn+ top line). Jim brings research oversight 
and compliance experience from the University of Toronto and most recently managed revenue control 
and analysis for the Toronto Transit Commission. Jim serves as Treasurer for the Science Teachers' 
Association of Ontario. While originally from London, UK, Jim previously worked in Vancouver advising on 
scientific research and experimental development (SR&ED) claims, compliance and financing for high-tech 
companies in the Greater Toronto Area. He has Physics, Engineering and MBA degrees, is Lean Six Sigma 
and Project Management Practitioner certified - which he intends to put to good use for KPU. 
 
KPU JOINS THE COUNCIL ON UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH (CUR) 
On December 16, 2020, KPU became a member of the Council on Undergraduate Research.  
 
CUR Membership is designed to assist faculty, administrators, researchers, staff, and students in their 
efforts to develop, enhance, sustain, and support undergraduate research on their campuses and beyond. 
CUR’s diverse membership works together to advance undergraduate research across the nation and 
around the world. 

More information about the CUR can be found on the CUR’s website. 

CANADIAN ASSOCIATION FOR GRADUATE STUDIES MEMBERSHIP  
On December 8th, 2020, Office of Associate Vice President, Research, Innovation, and Graduate Studies 
submitted a letter of intent to join the Canadian Association for Graduate Studies (CAGS). The letter was 
presented to their Board of Directors on December 18th. KPU’s application was unanimously approved. 
 
The CAGS was founded in 1962 to promote graduate education and university research through meetings, 
publications and advocacy. The Association brings together 58 Canadian universities with graduate 
programs and the three federal research-granting agencies, as well as other institutions and organizations 
having an interest in graduate studies. More information about the organization is available at CAGS’s 
website.   

https://www.cur.org/
https://www.cur.org/
https://cags.ca/
https://cags.ca/
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From the Office of Research Services (ORS) 

COLLEGE AND COMMUNITY INNOVATION PROGRAM MOVING TO DIFFERENT MODELS 
The proposed new models which will be announced by NSERC in the coming weeks will look similar to this: 

 

The most substantial change will be to the Engage Grants program which presently offers a maximum 
grant of $25K, 6-month term, open call and unlimited submissions by institutions in the college stream. 
The new format will be an allocation per college based on prior funding. At this point it is not clear 
whether funding will be calculated based on fiscal 2020/21 funding, a 3-year average of funding, or 
another method will be used to determine allocations. 

FUNDING APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED 
Principal Investigator Project Title Funding Agency 
Kent Mullinix Impact and limitations of GDP in 

shaping and evaluating Canadian 
agri-food policy 

SSHRC Impact Grant 

Paul Adams Genomic and Metabolomic 
Solutions for BC Agriculture 

CFI – College Industry Innovation 
Program 
NSERC – Innovation Enhancement Grants 
BCKDF - Matching Funds Infrastructure 
Grant 
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Paul Adams Genotyping Tools for Breeding 
Climate Tolerant Beef Cattle 

NSERC Engage 

GUIDELINES FOR HANDLING OF HUMAN REMAINS 
Sanja Jovanovic, Health Research Specialist, has drafted the Guidelines for Handling of Human Remains. 
The guidelines were drafted in close collaboration with KPU Librarians, Lisa Hubick (Faculty of Health and 
Psychology Librarian) and Rachel Chong (Indigenous Engagement and Anthropology Librarian) to obtain 
relevant references for the guidelines. Sanja also reached out to other KPU professionals with relevant 
expertise to obtain their feedback in order to develop the document.  

From KPU’s Research Laboratories, Centres, and Institutes 

SYNERGY AWARD FOR INNOVATION - COLLEGES 
Deborah Henderson and her team at the Institute for Sustainable Horticulture (ISH) recently received 
public recognition for their research on ‘Enhancing development of microbial biocontrol products’ from 
the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council of Canada (NSERC). 

The Synergy Award for Innovation prize was an 
Applied Research Tools and Instruments grant 
for a project titled ‘Novel natural microbial 
biocontrol products for agriculture in Canada’ in 
collaboration with Sylvar Technologies Inc. The 
award funded laboratory equipment software 
upgrades and laboratory equipment vital for 
expanding applied research for the increasing 
demand of industry partners, and its availability 
for use by KPU researchers qualified to operate 
the equipment. 

INSTITUTE FOR SUSTAINABLE HORTICULTURE – COVID-19 RESPONSE PROJECTS  
Currently, ISH is involved in two COVID-19 response projects. One is with the Progressive Intercultural 
Services Society (PICS) to train two cohorts of 12 students as greenhouse food production technicians. The 
first cohort started on November 16 and the second will start on March 1. Among other activities, they are 
growing a tomato crop which will be donated to the food bank, cucumber and microgreens. The response 
is to food security and the shortage of qualified crop workers in greenhouse food crops. 

The second project is in partnership with SFU Engineering collaborators to design and test various filters 
for their ability to remove and kill virus particles in air streams. The researchers group will identify viral 
DNA while the engineers are building and testing filters. A second SFU faculty member who works on 
phages (viruses that attack bacteria) is providing the phage for testing and will determine if it is alive or 
dead after the filter. It will determine the identity of any viral DNA that survives the filter using molecular 
tools. 

INSTITUTE FOR SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS - CULTIVATING CHANGE: A JUST TRANSITION 
TO A REGENERATIVE FOOD SYSTEM. 
Naomi Robert, ISFS’s Research Associate and Food Secure Canada’s Board member, participated in 
organizing “Cultivating Change: A just transition to a regenerative food system” - a series of online 

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/index_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/index_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Prizes-Prix/Synergy-Synergie/Profiles-Profils/Henderson-Henderson_eng.asp


Research, Innovation, and Graduate Studies Report | Period: Nov 12, 2020 – Jan 14, 2021      Page 4 of 6 
 

 

conversations and workshops to explore the intersections between food systems, anti-racism, 
decolonization, and environmental justice movements. Hosted by Food Secure Canada, this international 
online event gathered over 1200 participants. 

INSTITUTE FOR SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS – PRESENTATIONS GIVEN  
The following presentations were given by ISFS’s members: 

- Wallapak Polasub, PhD, Senior Research Associate: Research presentations to the Agricultural Advisory 
Committee meetings at Maple Ridge, Pitt Meadows, Richmond, Surrey and Delta. Analysis of approved 
non-farm use and subdivision ALR applications in Metro Vancouver; 

- Leah Sandler, PhD, Organic Agriculture Research Associate: Presentation/podcast interview about the 
“Integrating hogs in a cover-vegetable rotation for healthy soils & humans “project to the Certified 
Organic Associations of British Columbia (COABC);  

- Leah Sandler, PhD - Organic Agriculture Research Associate: Presentation on the “Integrating hogs in a 
cover-vegetable rotation for healthy soils & humans “project to the BC Agricultural Climate Adaptation 
Research Network (BC ACARN) annual conference; 

- Angeli dela Rosa, Research Assistant: Presentation to the BC Sustainable Food Systems Roundtable about 
ISFS BC organic extension project;  

- Angeli dela Rosa, Research Assistant: Presentation and discussion with BC ACARN about ISFS BC organic 
extension project. 

INSTITUTE FOR SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS – FUNDING ADVANCEMENTS 
- Naomi Robert, ISFS’s Research Associate and Sarah Clements, BSc - Tsawwassen Farm School, Manager 

and Lead Instructor, were awarded $21,000.00 For the Okanagan Bioregion Project and the Tsawwassen 
First Nation Farm School respectively. 

- Sik-E-Dakh Community signed an education contract agreement ($55,000) with ISFS to execute an online 
farm school to their students. This project of $55,000 pays for the ISFS personnel time and is in effect from 
November 16, 2020 to June 30, 2021. 

External News and Updates 

COLLEGE AND COMMUNITY SOCIAL INNOVATION FUND  
The February 1, 2021 deadline for the College and Community Social Innovation Fund (CCSIF) competition 
is fast approaching. A maximum of five applications per institution will be allowed per competition.  To 
facilitate an open, transparent, and inclusive internal competition, the Office of Research Services (ORS) 
invited research and innovation groups to submit a Notice of Intent (NOI) that includes key materials 
needed for the CCSIF competition. The deadline for NOIs is Tuesday, January 5, 2021 and applicants will be 
notified of the results by Friday, January 8, 2021 to allow time to finalize applications prior to the February 
1st external deadline. 

SCIENCE MEETS PARLIAMENT 
The Canadian Science Policy Centre (CSPC) and the Office of the Chief Science Advisor (OCSA) recently 
announced their annual event Science Meets Parliament. Scientists working in Canada may apply for a 
unique opportunity to develop their understanding of the parliamentary process, to explore their role in 
modern political decision-making, and to discuss their research with MPs and Senators. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dsn5eaDQ3cBl9wM8BPcM2MzH3LTOO8fuYzOWFz7iP5DDVgleRkghBCrxU0eHp953VSl-rVRdCees2gjzCQXBxswwLudjveduxYzZFi-l-nmX0cN8eVr0jYo5r4pxIi564KB0Fe_PKWXHfiUUA09WfdLo4YTXJpUcZCWXKapBMwYsuVHZnoLW1hCKvD2WpzEqNBnrEmLjcUcQEFQpAj63j7FzFfInEpSO&c=EbntbW47D2yI6Nf3eyxstfr7Rvbxhr1C0ggSqjmHn-YZKQsoCAKhTw==&ch=AJaIDdBBvMbrxYOoXd35WDEf_RNxd7g_JQi1l2AsG1GryvDM01iQeA==
https://www.kpu.ca/sites/default/files/Research/Univ%20Can_%20Science%20Meets%20Parliament%20Announcement_Englsih.pdf
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Application deadline is Monday, January 4, 2021 and is offered to researchers holding a Canada Research 
Chair Tier 2 position and to Indigenous researchers. More information is available on the CSPC website. 

SHASTRI INSTITUTE – ON-LINE CONFERENCES AND LECTURE SERIES COMPETITION  
Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute (SICI) is inviting proposals from its member institutions for online 
conferences and lecture series in the priority areas of Governments of India and Canada. This opportunity 
will showcase academic and research community expertise and knowledge to further the goal of 
establishing academic and research excellence in the realms of higher education. 

The details of the program and application form are available at SICI’s website. Deadline for proposal 
submission was extended to Tuesday, December 22, 2020 at 10:29 am (PST) or 11:59 pm (IST).  

STUDENT WORK PLACEMENT PROGRAM WORK-INTEGRATED LEARNING (SWPP WIL) – 
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY  
The program provides employers with wage subsidies to hire post-secondary students for paid work 
integrated learning (WIL) experiences. The university can get the SWPP subsidy for any student conducting 
WIL work (including applied research), even if the university is the employer. It does not need to be 
associated with Co-op, but rather any WIL activity (e.g., applied research, service learning, etc.). A wage 
subsidy will cover up to 75% of the salary to a maximum of $7,500. COVID-19 flexibilities are currently in 
place to April 30, 2021. 
 
Magnet is one of the main bodies that facilitates the funding. The Magnet SWPP brings together 
employers, students, and post-secondary school stakeholders to create quality WIL opportunities. 
 
Employer applications are now being accepted. More information is available on the Magnet SWPP 
website.  
 
OTTAWA CONSIDERS NEW DIVERSIFIED DEVELOPMENT APPROACHES FOR B.C. 
Economic Development Minister Mélanie Joly is planning reforms to the Western Economic Diversification 
Canada agency, which has paid $106 million in COVID-19 aid to British Columbia during the pandemic. 
More information can be found on the MSN Website.  
 
NEW U.S. REPORT ON THE GROWING COMPLEXITY OF THE RESEARCH OFFICE MISSION 
College and university research enterprises are growing in size and complexity, and so is the list of 
responsibilities for senior research officers, the top-level administrators heading up the research arm at 
many institutions. 
 
A report released by Ithaka S+R, a higher education research and advising group, synthesizes interviews 
with more than 40 senior research officers at major research institutions across the country including 
Dartmouth College; the University of Iowa; the University of California, Berkeley; Northwestern University; 
and Florida State University.  
 

https://sciencepolicy.ca/science-meets-parliament-2021/
https://www.shastriinstitute.org/Golden-Jubilee-Conference-And-Lecture-Series-Grant
https://swpp.magnet.today/
https://swpp.magnet.today/
https://www.msn.com/en-ca/money/topstories/ottawa-considers-new-economic-development-approaches-for-bc/ar-BB1bifOQ?ocid=spartandhp
https://sr.ithaka.org/publications/the-senior-research-officer/
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The report aims to provide more information about the roles of senior research officers at the country’s 
largest research universities and to understand how college and university research enterprises have 
changed over time. 

COLLEGE AND COMMUNITY INNOVATION PROGRAM LAUNCHES THE NEW TRI-AGENCY 
GUIDE ON FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION 
On April 1, 2021 the College and Community Innovation (CCI) Program will launch the new Tri-Agency 
Guide on Financial Administration (TAGFA).  

This new guide will replace the 2017 College and Community Innovation Program Tri-Agency Financial 
Administration Guide that is currently in use. Colleges that are ready to start using the new guide can do 
so as of April 1, 2021.  Colleges that need more time to transition to the new guide will have until April 1, 
2022 and can in the meantime continue to use the 2017 version of the College and Community Innovation 
Program Tri-Agency Financial Administration Guide. 

The following link provides some background information on the new TAGFA: 
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/InterAgency-Interorganismes/TAFA-AFTO/resources-resources_eng.asp 
 
MITACS UPDATES 
KPU School of Business, with the support of the Office of Research Services as well as the VP Academic 
and Provost launched the Mitacs Business Strategy Internship for School of Business students. The 
internship program ran for the first time this semester and saw students from the Marketing 4160 course 
and general business applying for full time and part time internship positions. 

The program had much support from external companies with a total of 16 employers offering positions. 
Successful student candidates will be starting their internships in January 2021 and the program will 
continue you run next semester for general School of Business students.  

Acknowledgement 
The Office of the AVP, Research, Innovation, and Graduate Studies acknowledges funding from the federal 
Research Support Fund in support of its operations and services. 

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/InterAgency-Interorganismes/TAFA-AFTO/guide-guide_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/InterAgency-Interorganismes/TAFA-AFTO/guide-guide_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/InterAgency-Interorganismes/TAFA-AFTO/resources-resources_eng.asp


Highlights from the Research Ethics Board 
Report to The Senate Standing Committee on Research & Graduate Studies 

Submitted by Dr. Tara Lyons, Chair of the REB 
Prepared Dec. 14, 2020 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Update on REB applications (November to Dec. 14, 2020) 

 Twelve ethics applications were received 
o Seven were approved 
o Five under review/awaiting PI revisions 

 Eleven amendments were received 
o Eight were approved 
o Three under review/ awaiting PI revisions 

 Research Ethics BC Multi-jurisdictional review in RISe  
o Five approved 
o One pending assignment for review 

 
Policy updates 

 New consent form template available 

 REB Bulletin on COVID-19 posted on REB website 
 

Policy under development 

 RS1 Policy  

 Incentive guidelines under development (led by ORS) 

 Social media recruitment 
 
REB outreach 

 The first REB virtual drop-in was held in November 

 The next one will be held Jan. 21, 2021 at 12pm 
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Agenda Item Royal Society of Canada Memberships Nominations 

  

Action Requested Discussion 

  
Recommended 
Resolution 

N/A 

  

Senate Standing 
Committee Report 

For Senate Office Use Only   

  

Context & 
Background 

KPU is an institutional member of the Royal Society of Canada (RSC). 
KPU so far has three faculty members who were successfully nominated 
to RSC’s College of New Scholars, Scientist and Artists. At KPU, we do not 
have defined processes to nominate individual candidates for RSC 
membership, be it as a College Member, or as a Fellow. The purpose of 
this agenda item is to discuss how that might be facilitated at KPU, 
including a role for SSCRGS (Senate Standing Committee on Research and 
Graduate Studies) through a specifically designated sub-committee.    

  

Key Messages 

1. To consider and identify the natural entity where these proposed 
nominations (including an internal competition where appropriate) 
can be vetted, and the administrative supports needed.   

2. How to adopting best practices and considerations of equity, 
diversity, and inclusion in recognizing excellence. 

3. To consider role of appropriate entities in administrative vetting (e.g. 
violations of responsible conduct of research, disciplinary actions 
etc.) before final nominations.  

  

Consultations Dr. Daniel Bernstein, Chair, SSCRGS 

  

Submitted by 
Deepak S. Gupta, D. Sc., Associate Vice President, Research, Innovation, 
and Graduate Studies 

Date submitted January 6, 2021 
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Agenda Item New Frontiers in Research Fund (NFRF) 

  

Action Requested Discussion 

  

Recommended 
Resolution 

None. 

  

Senate Standing 
Committee Report 

For Senate Office Use Only   

  

Context & 
Background 

The following is adapted from: https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-
financement/nfrf-fnfr/index-eng.aspx. 
  
The New Frontiers in Research Fund (NFRF) is administered by the Tri-
agency Institutional Programs Secretariat, which is housed within the 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC), on behalf of 
Canada’s three research granting agencies. 
 
The fund will invest $275 million over the next 5 years beginning in fiscal 
2018-19, and $65 million ongoing, to fund international, 
interdisciplinary, fast-breaking and high-risk research. NFRF is 
composed of three streams to support groundbreaking research. 
a) Exploration generates opportunities for Canada to build strength in 

high-risk, high-reward and interdisciplinary research; 
b) Transformation provides large-scale support for Canada to build 

strength and leadership in interdisciplinary and transformative 
research; and 

c) International enhances opportunities for Canadian researchers to 
participate in research with international partners. 

  

Key Messages 

1. For members of the KPU community to consider high-impact 
collaborations inside and outside KPU that could be considered for 
NFRF 

https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/nfrf-fnfr/index-eng.aspx
https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/nfrf-fnfr/index-eng.aspx
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/home-accueil-eng.aspx
https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/nfrf-fnfr/exploration/exploration-eng.aspx
https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/nfrf-fnfr/transformation/transformation-eng.aspx
https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/nfrf-fnfr/international/international-eng.aspx
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2. To consider becoming reviewers for NFRF and other funding 
programs 

3. Public messaging around NFRF has perhaps been intimidating, and 
possibly led to noteworthy prospects ruling themselves out.  

  

Consultations Dr. Daniel Bernstein, Chair SSCRGS 

  

Submitted by 
Deepak S. Gupta, D. Sc., Associate Vice President, Research, Innovation, 
and Graduate Studies 

Date submitted January 6, 2021 
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